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PREFACE

This study is intended to be of interest primarily to students, be they
casual or devoted, of the North-West Frontier and of the Pathans who
live there. It is impossible, however, for anyone interested in the Pathans
and their land not to be concerned, as they are themselves, with the role
the borderland plays on the broader scene of world affairs. “The Great
Game” of Kipling’s day is by no means ended. It still provides for any
number of players and an infinite variety of gambits.

In attempting to touch on all that concerns the Frontier, I have not
tried to set local developments continuously in the context of world
affairs but merely to introduce vignettes of those aspects of international
affairs which have had and are having a major effect on the Frontier
and its people.

Even so, it has been necessary to deal with much of the material in
summary form and to venture into such fields as anthropology, sociology,
and psychology, for which I have little taste and perhaps less competency.
Finally, this book was written in bits and pieces over a period of more
than five years and almost four more will have passed between the time
of its completion and its actual appearance in print.

Perhaps the most significant thing to be said about the book is that
it is by an American. So far as I am aware it is the only work to deal
comprehensively with the Frontier which has yet come from such a
hand. Let me temper what may appear to be simple chauvinism by
explaining that I mean no more than that it was written by a third party,
one who has never had a vested interest in any of the various struggles,
Russian versus British, British versus Pathan, Pakistani versus Afghan,
which comprise so large a part of the history of the Frontier.

Detachment — whether or not it has been achieved here — is rare in
the literature of the Frontier. The always fluent British have contributed
enormously to that literature. Many of them have written as the de-
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fenders of progress and civilization in India and the world against the
charming but barbarous Pathans and the ever-sinister Russians. Some
Englishmen have succumbed to the barbarous charm and written to
defend “their” Pathans against a dense and indifferent government in
Calcutta, New Delhi, or London, but even these have been deeply
involved personally in the struggles of the Frontier. The few Pathans
who have spoken to the world on behalf of their people have usually
been concerned with scoring in old feuds or provoking new ones. None
of them have had a good word for the British.

What I have tried to project in these pages is a deep interest in the
Frontier which began a decade ago during an assignment at the American
Embassy in Karachi and has continued since that time through several
subsequent visits. A generous grant from the Ford Foundation in 1953-
55 made possible research in the India Office Library in London, as
well as at the Public Record Office, the British Museum, and Oxford and
Cambridge Universities. The Ford Grant also provided the opportunity
for several additional months of study in the Frontier area (some of
them as resident in a Pathan village), for search of official records in
Lahore and Peshawar, and for extensive discussion with tribesmen and
Pakistani government officials. A visit of several weeks to Kabul was
also possible. The material collected in the field was supplemented by
work in the Library of Congress, the New York Public Library, and the
Columbia University Library.

While much of the work that has gone into this book was made possible
by the Ford Foundation grant, the Foundation is not, of course, respon-
sible for the accuracy of the material, the way I have presented it, or
the judgements that I have made.

I am grateful also to a number of scholars and experts on the Frontier
who have been unfailingly helpful and courteous to me. This is true
particularly of the many political leaders, government officials, and
tribesmen in both Pakistan and Afghanistan who gave freely of their
time and unique knowledge. Notable among them are Saadullah Khan,
the late Ataullahjan Khan of the Civil Service of Pakistan, and Chaudhri
Muhammad Ali, Advocate General in Peshawar, all of whom have long
served on the Frontier, and Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak of Pak-
istan’s Foreign Service. For the warm hospitality which made their house
a second home for me during several visits, I owe much to Abdul Satar
Khan and Jamshed Khan of Takht-i-Bhai. These men have over the
years encouraged my interest in the Frontier, corrected my mistakes,
and suggested new fields for investigation. In doing so they have con-
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tributed greatly to the production of this work, though they must be held
as innocent as the Ford Foundation of any responsibility for the final
results.

In the broader field of scholarship, I am deeply indebted to Professors
Schuyler C. Wallace and J. C. Hurewitz of the School of International
Affairs of Columbia University, whose encouragement and guidance
were a major factor in the production of this book, and to Ishtiaq Hussain
Qureshi, whose scholarship and deep knowledge of Muslim India, freely
made available, were of great value to me in attempting to keep the
story of the Pathans in perspective.

Finally, there is my wife, who not only scanned dusty bookshelves and
edited smudgy manuscripts, but eagerly and valiantly followed me through
the narrowest streets of Peshawar and up the steepest slopes of the
Khyber hills, pointing out with discriminating and unerring feminine eye
the important “little things” past which I sometimes charged precipi-
tously. She alone has been rash and devoted enough to waive any dis-
claimer for the form and substance of this book.

Washington, D.C. J. W. SpaIN
September, 1961
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INTRODUCTION

Before beginning to look closely at the Pathans, or Pukhtuns, or Afghans,
as they more usually call themselves, it is well to emphasize that they
are no obscure aborigines recently discovered in the depths of Africa
or a remote corner of Australasia. Theirs is probably the largest and most
vital tribal society remaining in the world. There are about eleven million
Pathans, roughly half of whom live in Pakistan and half in Afghanistan.
(As a point of comparison, there are about half as many Kurds.) Con-
siderably more than half of the Pathans, probably as many as seven or
eight million, still live in a rigidly tribal social structure. While the other
three or four million have been to a greater or lesser degree subject to
outside forms of social and political organization, they too participate
in a common culture and language, and for the most part retain a knowl-
edge of their tribal connection which makes for consciousness of a
common identity. The whole group is highly homogeneous, and the
attitudes and reactions of the most highly-educated Pathan are likely
to be virtually identical to those of the least sophisticated.

The Pathans have their own history, almost a thousand years old,
their own literature, poets, and scholars, their own heroes who were
major figures in Asian history. Even today, men of their blood hold high
places beyond the confines of the Frontier: the Afghan royal family are
Muhammadzai Durranis; the President of Pakistan and most of the top
officers of the Pakistani army are Pathans.

There are men sitting quietly in their villages on the Frontier at this
moment who have fought the Germans and the Turks in World War 1,
the Bolsheviks in Russia after World War I, and the Italians and Japanese
in World War II. There are men who have been decorated by Queen
Victoria and honored by Lenin. There are men who have killed senior
British officers and who have helped crown a king in Kabul.

For one who comes first to the Frontier, as the author did, nurtured



18 INTRODUCTION

on the exotic imagery and romance of Kipling’s stories and ballads, a
wonderful surprise awaits. It is all true! Tall, bearded tribesmen stride
through the narrow streets of Peshawar with an arrogant lilt, rifles on
their shoulders, daggers in their neckbands. Along the crumbling walls
of the city stand the ancient serais where the great caravans from Bo-
khara, Samarkand, and Kashgar once unloaded.

The bazaars are still piled high with exotic merchandise: red and gold
slippers, brass and copper vessels, enameled daggers, golden turbans,
and all the multi-colored spices of the East. The dazzling white of the
minarets of the mosque of Mahabat Khan is reflected in earrings and
bangles in the dusty street of the silversmiths. One feels that Tamerlane
might ride by and not notice the passage of five centuries.

On a trip through the Khyber, the visitor is carefully inspected at Fort
Jamrud, where the great Sikh General Hari Singh met his death at Pathan
hands, and then, if he has obtained proper authorization, he is allowed
to proceed up the narrow defile still bristling with forts and gun emplace-
ments. At the Afghan border, while enjoying a cup of fragrant green tea,
he is joined by a group of smiling Russians, wearing the high fur caps
of Central Asia, who are passing from Afghanistan to Pakistan on
unknown business.

In Waziristan, when the traveler joins the political agent for a trip out
of the heavily fortified cantonments, an escort guard of quietly deadly
scouts, rifles at the ready, falls in ahead, behind, and on the flanks of
the party. The movements of the group are carefully timed to bring it
back within the walls of a fort before darkness falls and the gates of the
villages and cantonments are barred for the night.

Throughout there is danger and excitement in the air, and yet, today,
enough security that all but the most craven visitor can relish his expe-
riences without undue preoccupation with his skin. What better way to
enjoy romance and adventure!

There is a second stage that sets in after a while with most visitors
from today’s socially and economically conscious world. The admiring
outsider becomes acutely aware that there is another side to the picture:
the poverty and ignorance of the bulk of the people, manifested in wide-
spread tuberculosis, glaucoma, and infant mortality; the severe and
senseless restrictions placed on women by the rigid purdah system;
the avarice and vice of many of the men, their braggadocio and exagger-
ated threats and promises; the brutal and futile blood feuds.

In this stage, the student of the Pathans congratulates himself on hav-
ing taken off his rose-colored glasses. He concludes that the Pathan is
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something of a fraud. He places his finger almost inevitably on the eco-
nomic problem as the really important factor in the area. He feels
compelled to do something “to help these people” who, beneath their
tarnished veneer of romance, are among the most wretched in the world.
The next step is plans for the introduction of improved pastoral methods,
the development of cottage industries, the disarmament of the tribes and
their resettlement on newly irrigated land on the plains.

The Pathans do have their seamy side, and such an approach is, within
limits, praiseworthy and overdue. The idea of helping the Pathans was
almost completely ignored in the heyday of British rule. Many British
officers and administrators never looked beneath the surface and were
content throughout their service on the Frontier merely to match swords
and wits with the Pathans, going to their own death or defeat almost as
cheerfully as they brought the same to the Pathans. The later British,
such as Barton and Fraser-Tytler, were more aware of the Pathans’
wretched economic condition and frequently tried to stir the Government
of India to do something about it. Many Pakistani officials have embraced
the idea that economic development holds the solution to the tribal
problem, and, supported in recent years by a variety of foreign-aid
programs, they have made considerable progress towards improving the
lot of the Pathans — especially in the fields of health and education.

Most students of the Pathans stop after these two stages, satisfied
that they have the balanced picture: a thin surface layer of archaic
glamor, distracting only to the inexperienced observer, beneath which
lies a large and squalid substructure of poverty and ignorance which
must be attacked with modern methods.

Having gone through stages one and two, the writer found himself in
a third stage, which has persisted to the present. The last is very like the
first: The Pathan is real after all, and the traditional image of him is not
far wrong. Even under close and prolonged inspection, the Pathan
possesses to an extraordinary degree a high sense of personal dignity
and a great love of freedom. These virtues, excellent even by modern
standards, are manifested in such concepts as revenge and hospitality.
However archaic and romantic these seem to the outside world, they
are on the Frontier the natural expressions of an intact and living tribal
society which, in its present state at least, is probably better served by
them than by forms more familiar in other parts of the world. It would
be too much to suggest that the Pathan is ennobled by his poverty, but
it is to his credit that he refuses to trade his ideals of human dignity and
freedom for an alleviation of it.
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Perhaps the most convincing argument for the validity of the Pathan
way of life even today is the remarkable adaptability of most of its
followers. The Asian who has had intimate contact with the West and
is unable to readjust to his own culture but remains an orphan in both
worlds is an all too familiar figure. Few Pathans fit such a description.
They appear to have a talent for making the best of both worlds. The
young Pathan who has won a degree and social recognition at Oxford or
Cambridge returns to his native village where his first act may be to take
up the family blood feud. If he suffers psychological scars in the process,
they are seldom apparent. It was probably no accident that it was for
the Pathans that Kipling in the “Ballad of East and West” made the
exception to his rule that “. . . never the twain shall meet”.

But there is neither East nor West,

Border, nor Breed, nor Birth,

When two strong men stand face to face,
Tho’ they come from the ends of the earth.



THE LAND

GEOGRAPHY

The spectacular land in which the Pathans live has had a major effect
on their history and their way of life. Their territory begins at the
western end of the Himalayas where the mighty massif breaks up into a
jumble of great peaks and ranges: the Karakoram, the Pamirs, the Hindu
Kush. The main range of the Hindu Kush continues south and west,
scarely diminished in height and splendor, to divide Afghanistan into
two portions. Another spur drops more directly south to become the
Safed Koh Mountains which connect with the Sulaiman Range. Still fur-
ther south, the Chagai Hills stretch off in a westerly direction until they
fade away into the sand dunes of the Helmand desert. The mountain
barrier extends for more than a thousand miles from the heart of Central
Asia to the sands which border the Arabian Sea.

In 1893, Sir Mortimer Durand, on behalf of the British Government,
drew a line along this rocky chain to divide India from Afghanistan. The
Durand Line still separates Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Pakistan’s North-West Frontier area lies mainly between the Durand
Line on the west and the Indus River on the east. It runs roughly from
31 degrees 4 minutes to 36 degrees 57 minutes north latitude, and from
69 degrees 16 minutes to 74 degrees 7 minutes east longtitude. Maximum
length is slightly over 400 miles; greatest breadth is about 280 miles,
although in the focal central section the mountain crest and the Indus
are hardly ever 100 miles apart. The total area is approximately 39,259
square miles.

The northern boundary is the Himalayan massif where the Wakhan
Corridor of Afghanistan separates by less than half a dozen miles the
Hindu Kush from the Pamirs and Pakistan from the USSR. On the
south, the area open-ends onto the Baluchistan Desert over which broods
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the great final peak of the Takht-i-Sulaiman. To the east is Kashmir and
the Pakistani Punjab. To the west is Afghanistan.

Politically, the area breaks down into two sections: (1) the Tribal
Territory, which includes the Malakand, Mohmand, Khyber, Kurram,
North Waziristan, and South Waziristan Agencies, and (2) the six Settled
Districts, Hazara, Mardan, Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, and Dera Ismail
Khan. The Tribal Territory, which lies along the Durand Line, covers
25,140 square miles; the Districts, which are adjacent to the Indus,
14,119 square miles.!

Geographically, the area falls into three slightly different divisions:
(1) Hazara District, the only portion east of the Indus; (2) the relatively
narrow strip between the Indus and the hills, which includes Mardan,
Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan Districts; and (3) the
mountainous areas on the north and west along the Durand Line which
constitutc the Tribal Agencies.

HAZARA

Hazara District, bounded on the west by the Indus and on the east by
the Attock District of the Punjab, runs north from a fairly wide base to
form a wedge extending deep into the Himalayas. The wedge comes to
a point at the head of the Kaghan Valley where the 13,000-foot Babusar
Pass opens onto Gilgit. In the northern portion of the district, the Kaghan
Valley is little more than a gorge through the rocky mountain walls.
Further south, the mountains separate to throw off lower, well-wooded
spurs which break the country up into small isolated pockets. At the very
base of the wedge the hills open wide and the plains of the Punjab begin.

Hazara’s proximity to the settled fertility of the Punjab, as well as the
fact that it is “cis-Indus”, i.e. situated on the eastern or ‘“near” side of
the Indus, has given this district a separate identity from the rest of the
Frontier. This separate identity is, however, more distinctive politically
and racially than geographically.

TRANS-INDUS DISTRICTS

The five districts on the west side of the Indus all abut the border hills to
the west. However, their geographical characteristics vary widely.
1 The states of Dir, Swat, and Chitral are parts of the Malakand Agency. The

Tribal Territory also includes six strips attached for administrative purposes to the
settled districts.
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Peshawar and Mardan in the north lie in a broad valley. The Peshawar
Valley is surrounded by hills through which run the Khyber Pass and the
Kabul River on the west, and the Malakand Pass and the Swat River on
the north.

A light, porous surface soil with some sand admixture underlaid with
moisture-retentive clay combines with ten to twenty-five inches of annual
rainfall and relatively plentiful irrigation water to make the Peshawar
Valley the most important source of food production for the whole area.
A long, hot growing season and only slight and infrequent frost also
help produce good crops of fruit, wheat, barley, maize, pulses, sugar
cane, and tobacco.

Kohat District to the south is separated from Peshawar by the Jowaki
Range, through which runs the short but spectacular Kohat Pass. The
district is a rugged tableland broken by low ranges of hills, between some
of which are relatively fertile valleys with deposits of rich loam. Most of
the hill soil is poor, however, and agriculture is almost entirely dependent
on an annual rainfall of about fifteen inches. The Salt Range intrudes
into the southern and eastern portions of the district, making internal
communications difficult. Beyond it is a sandy plain.

Further south, around Bannu, a relatively fertile plain opens up along
the lower reaches of the Kurram River. Irrigation and crop rotation make
good agricultural yields possible, despite the arid character of much of
the surrounding country. Even some of this (the Maswat Plain) produces
abundant wheat when rainfall is sufficient.

Dera Ismail Khan, the southernmost district of the Frontier, consists
mainly of an arid and stony plain penned in between the Indus and the
western Sulaiman Hills. Its annual rainfall is from five to eight inches.
There is a fertile strip of alluvial loam along the Indus and a clayey deposit
called daman, “the skirt of the hills”, along the lower slopes. The whole
plain, which extends down into the Punjab, is known as the Derajat.

THE BORDER HILLS

The character of the northern and western hill tracts wherein lie the
Tribal Agencies is even more varied than that of the disticts. The Mala-
kand Agency, which includes the small princely states of Dir, Swat, and
Chitral, penetrates even further into the Himalayas than does Hazara
District on the other side of the Indus. Close to the apex of Malakand
lies the 12,000-foot Baroghil Pass which leads into the Wakhan Corridor
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and on to China and the USSR. Chitral, the northernmost of the states,
is a land of deep valleys and lofty peaks. It is cut off from the rest of
the agency by the Lawari Pass, more than 10,000 feet high. A jeep track
runs through the pass, but it is snowed in during most of the year.

In the southern portion of Chitral begin the thickly wooded hills which
extend down into Dir, Swat, and Bajaur, where the Swat and Panjkora
Rivers have cut relatively wide and fertile valleys. Dir is still isolated
and backward, but Swat enjoys a progressive regime which has resulted
in, among other benefits, 360 miles of motorable road.

Below Dir is the Mohmand country, which consists almost entirely of
broken and barren foothills which extend into Afghanistan and present
little opportunity for cultivation or communication. The low mountains,
generally known as the Khyber Hills at this point, continue southward,
broken only by the famous pass which twists through them a few miles
south of the narrow gorge of the Kabul River. The Tartarra Peak, highest
in the range, reaches about 6,800 feet.

South and west of the Khyber Pass, the fertile little valleys of Tirah
lie among an almost impenetrable maze of hills and ravines along the
slopes of the Safed Koh Mountains which run directly west to the Afghan
border. At the end of the Safed Koh, “the White Mountain™, 15,600 feet
high, looks down on the Peiwar Kotal Pass, entry point to the fertile
Kurram Valley from the Afghan highlands. The Kurram Agency runs
southeast along the river, divided by a spur of the hills into an upper and
lower valley, until the river debouches onto the Bannu plain. Kurram is
the most fertile of all the tribal country, producing bumper crops of
fruit and the medicinal plant, artemesia.

Below Kurram are the hills of Waziristan. Although only a few peaks
are above 8,000 feet, the Wazir Hills are so rough and broken as to
make many parts of the country inaccessible except by foot. The Tochi
River cuts a fairly direct channel from the Afghan border to Bannu City
in the North Waziristan Agency. Along the river live the Daurs, from
whom the narrow valley takes its name. As in Kurram, the valley is
divided into an upper and lower portion by a spur of the hills which
comes down to the river bed.

Further south, a series of steep gorges leads down from Kaniguram
in the core of the knot of hills, to the Wana Plain, around which the
South Waziristan Agency centers. The intermittent Gomal River also
intersects the hills in the southern area, providing a rough but much
traveled route from Afghanistan to Dera Ismail Khan, Baluchistan, and
the lower Punjab.
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Some of the higher hills are wooded and the semi-plateau area around
Kaniguram provides some space for cultivation, but the Wazir Hills are
for the most part barren from their beginning on the south flank of the
Kurram Valley down to their merger with the Sulaiman Range near the
famous Takht-i-Sulaiman (“Throne of Solomon”) which is a spectacular
landmark in the Derajat. The Wazir Hills receive little rainfall, and
temperatures vary from — 13 to 122 degrees.

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

A good paved highway runs from Malakand south through all of the
districts to Dera Ismail Khan on the Indus. However, this north-south
artery was designed not to implement the natural communications and
transportation channels of the land, which run east-west, but to cut
across and control them. Thus the road served the needs of the imperial
defence of British India, which was constantly on guard lest some
dangerous or unwelcome element filter across the border along one of
the natural routes which follow the slope of the land down to the Indus
and India proper.

Since these passes and river valleys have played such a great part in
history and are so essential to the maintenance of any kind of life in the
wild mountain barrier through which they run, they are still worthy of
note.

THE KHYBER

Most historic of them — and perhaps of all the passes of the world —
is the Khyber, which cuts through the hills for thirty-two miles on an
almost direct line between Peshawar and Kabul. A modern, double-lane
road now passes through its entire length, but nonetheless the Khyber
is tortuous enough and fortified enough to satisfy the most ardent
romanticist. However, its statistics are unimpressive: 3,373 feet high at
its summit, 1,670 feet at its eastern entrance, and 1,404 feet at the
western entrance. Because of its eminent accessibility, the Khyber has
always been the high road to India from Central Asia. It remains vitally
important today in all commerce and communication between Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

A little used alternate route through the hills in this area is the Mulla-
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gori Road, which clings to the slopes of the hills about ten miles north
of the Khyber.

The Kabul River, which breaks through the hills onto the Peshawar
Plain a few miles north of the Khyber, is almost useless as an artery of
communication because of the rapidity of its current and the narrowness
of its gorge. However, it is possible to leave the Kabul River just east of
Jelalabad in Afghanistan, and follow the Kunar River north and east to
a point opposite Dir and the Mohmand country, where passage across
the border hills is possible via several rough tracks. This was the path
taken by Alexander on his march to India. It is still followed by some
of the powindahs, Afghan nomads who swarm across the border into
Pakistan every year.

KURRAM

Further south, the Peiwar Kotal at the top of the Kurram Valley provides
another route. It was down the Kurram that Nadir Khan of Afghanistan
came with his troops in 1919 to seize briefly the strategic town of Thal in
the Third Afghan War. The Kurram is relatively accessible, but it is off
the main road from Central Asia to the subcontinent and is used chiefly
for local traffic.

THE TOCHI

The Tochi River, also known as the Gambila, runs through the Daur
Valley in North Waziristan. A motor road runs between Miranshah and
Bannu in the lower portion of the valley, and the route is a favorite of
the powindahs. Another paved road runs south from Miranshah to Raz-
mak in the heart of Waziristan and on to Jandola in the South Waziristan
Agency. This road was constructed in the 1930’s at great trouble and
expense by the British to open up Waziristan for military action. It has
been abandoned since 1947 when Pakistan withdrew the garrison at
Razmak.

THE GOMAL

The Gomal, or Luni River seldom has water in it, although its bed runs
from beyond the Afghan border to the Indus near Dera Ismail Khan.
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This is the wildest and most isolated of the routes through the Frontier
hills. Nonetheless, it provides access to Sind and the lower Punjab for
thousands of powindahs.

THE FRONTIER AS A BARRIER

Perhaps the most important point to be made about the Frontier hills
is that, although they are a barrier, they are a barrier with many and
major qualifications. First, they are occupied. Two and a half million
people live in the tribal area alone. Second, there are many natural routes
through the barrier, of which the Khyber is only one. Thirdly, no power
— including that of British India at its height — has ever been able to
establish full control over the people and the passes of the hills. Lord
Curzon, Viceroy of India at the beginning of the twentieth century,
accepted these facts and formally divided the tribal area off from the
rest of India as a marchland. This has been its role throughout history.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 2

Gandhara, “the garden land”, first appears in history as part of the
Arochosian satrapy of the Persian empire of Darius Hystaspes in the
sixth century before Christ. It included the modern districts of Peshawar
and Mardan, part of Kohat, the Mohmand country, Swat, Bajaur, and
Buner. Its capital was at different times at Purushapura (Peshawar) and
Pushkalavati (a few miles north of Peshawar). Troops from Gandhara
participated in Xerxes’ invasion of Greece, and its people were known
to Herodotus, Ptolemy, and Strabo as Gandaraoi or Gandarae.

THE GREEKS

Alexander the Great crossed the main range of the Hindu Kush in the
spring of 327 B.C. and, dividing his forces, entered the Frontier hills.
He himself apparently took a contingent up the Kunar River and crossed
into Swat through one of the many little passes that run through the

2

2 The historical summary which follows is based on various sources. However,
main reliance for it was on the Cambridge History of India, 6 vols. (Cambridge:
University Press, 1937), and the narrative generally agrees with that of the
Cambridge History.
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Mohmand country and Dir. Other units of his army went through the
Khyber, while still others picked their way down the gorge of the Kabul
River. Once on the other side, Alexander fought half a dozen sharp
battles. Having subdued the countryside, he left Micator as satrap,
crossed the Indus near Attock, and continued his march into India.

Within ten years, Alexander’s lieutenants lost control of Gandhara,
although the Seleucid Greek dynasty continued to rule in the upper part
of the Kabul River valley. Chandragupta Maurya, the first great native
ruler of India, added Gandhara to his empire, and his grandson, Ashoka,
made Buddhism the religion of a majority of the people.

After Ashoka’s death, the Greeks again moved down from their
stronghold in Bactria (the present Afghan city of Balkh), and first
Demetros and then Eucratides ruled Gandhara. About the middle of
the second century before Christ, the rule of the Bactrians degenerated
into a series of petty kings whose Grecian features and names may still
be found on the host of ill-made coins which litter the Peshawar Valley.

These Bactrians were soon attacked by the Parthians and the Sakas
who poured down from Central Asia. The Bactrians finally succumbed
about the beginning of the Christian era to the Kushans, the most power-
ful section of the Yueh-Chi, a race of tough Central Asian nomads,
whose most famous king, Kanishka, established an empire in north-
western India centered on the Peshawar Valley. Various clans of the
Yueh-Chi held the valley until they were overwhelmed — probably in
the sixth century A.D. — by the Epthalites or White Huns who swept
across the area in their war with the Sassanids of Persia.

The White Huns extinguished the Greco-Buddhist culture which had
grown up out of the melting pot of Alexander, the Mauryas, the Bactrian
Greeks, and the Kushans. This culture is usually identified with the name
Gandhara, and for several hundreds of years the cities and monasteries
it produced prospered throughout the area. The Chinese Buddhist
pilgrim, Fa-Hien, visited Gandhara in 400 A.D. and was amazed at the
wealth and high state of development of the monasteries, but when an-
other Chinese visitor, Hiuen-Tsang, passed through Gandhara in the
middle of the eighth century, he found little but ruins and desolation.

For the next three hundred years, during which Islam was founded
and began its spread eastward, the Frontier was a warring ground for
petty Hindu rajas and Central Asian nomad chieftains.

By the end of the eighth century Islam had extended its influence into
Sind from the coast of the Arabian Sea, but it was not until the tenth
century that a Turkic family of Muslims which had served the Samanid
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kings established itself at Ghazni in Afghanistan — within sight of the
Frontier hills.

MAHMUD OF GHAZNI

In 998 A.D., Mahmud, a son of this family, became ruler of Ghazni,
whose territories his father had already begun to expand. Mahmud
secured recognition of his sovereignty from the Caliph at Baghdad.
Almost immediately, he began a long series of raids into India which
earned him the title of “The Idolbreaker”. Mahmud’s first great battle
took place near Peshawar in the fall of 1001, when he defeated Raja
Jaipal. Five years later he defeated Anandpal, Jaipal’s successor, at the
same place and made the Frontier part of his empire.

It is in Mahmud’s time that the name of the Afghans as a people living
in the hills between Ghazni and the Sulaiman Mountains first appears.
Islam had already penetrated into the hills to some extent, and, although
at first hostile to Mahmud, the tribes soon rallied to the standard
of “The Idolbreaker”, and in the name of Islam joyfully followed him
on his raids into Hindu India.

MUHAMMAD GHURI

When Muhammad, warrior chief of Ghur, a place a few hundred miles
from Ghazni north of the Kabul River, appropriated the remnants of the
Ghaznavid empire in 1173, the hill tribes gave their allegiance to him.
In fact, according to some historians, Muhammad Ghuri was himself an
“Afghan”, but he is more generally assumed to have been an eastern
Turk. Muhammad took Peshawar in 1179, and the hillmen undoubtedly
shared in the loot of the city, as well as in that of Muhammad’s other
invasions of India.

After Muhammad Ghuri’s death, his successor, Taj-ud-Din Yildiz,
ruled the Ghurid empire from the Kurram Valley. In 1215 Taj-ud-Din
was driven down into India by the Turkic Prince of Khiva, who in his
turn had to abandon the frontier to Jenghis Khan, who led his Mongols
into India for the first time in 1221. During the next two centuries, the
emerging Afghan tribes made the best use they could of their rugged
country to harass the Mongol hordes who came and went through the
area and to block the weak attempts of the Turkic sultans of Delhi, who
had inherited the eastern portion of Muhammad Ghuri’s empire, to
establish their control over the Frontier.
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TIMUR

Timur the Lame left Samarkand in 1398 to invade India. He laid waste
Chitral, pushed on through the Punjab, and sacked Delhi. He returned
through Bannu in 1399. The Afghans, who had now struck out from their
base in the hills to establish citadels in the area around Kohat and Bannu,
did what they could to make Timur’s passage difficult.

Timur left northern India in chaos. In the years that followed, several
chieftains established their rule over different parts of the area. One of
the most noted of them was an Afghan, Buhlul Lodi. In 1451, Buhlul
seized the throne at Delhi and founded an Afghan dynasty which lasted
for seventy-five years. The whole Afghan race shared his royal prestige,
and more and more Afghans were soon pushing down from the highlands
of Afghanistan into Frontier hills and through them into India. The
movement was accelerated by renewed pressure from the west where
Ulugh Beg, a descendant of Timur, ruled in Kabul.

BABUR

Another descendant of Timur now descended out of Farghana in Central
Asia. This was Babur, the founder of the Mogul Empire of India, who lies
buried in Kabul. In 1504, Babur took Kabul, and in January of 1505 he
launched his first invasion of India. He came down through the Khyber
Pass, Kohat, and Bannu, into the Derajat. Outside of Kohat, he destroyed
a tribal ambush, and both here and at Hangu erected pillars of the heads
of his fallen foes, according to the custom of his people. Another bloody
pillar rose at Bannu, although here Babur spared some of his opponents
when they came to him with grass between their teeth proclaiming them-
selves his “cows”. Decimating the Afghans by day and being harassed
by them at night, Babur celebrated the feast of Id-i-Fitr on the banks
of the Gomal. In the Babur-Nama, he describes with respect the single-
handed attacks of the “death-devoted” Afghans on his army.3

By May of 1505 Babur was back in Kabul where he set about re-
capturing the disintegrated Central Asian empire of his forebears. In
October of 1511, he was able to proclaim himself king in Samarkand,
and his rule extended over Bokhara, Tashkent, Farghana, and Kabul.

In January of 1519, Babur was across the Frontier hills in Bajaur.

3 Zahiruddin Mohammad Babur, Padshah, Babur-Nama, trans. by Annette Sus-
sanah Beveridge, 4 vols, bound as one (London: Luzac, 1922), pp. 229-240.
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Making good use of his matchlocks, the like of which the Afghans had
never before seen, he stormed the main citadel of the area, and, by his
own estimate, put to death 3,000 of the male inhabitants and made their
women and children captive. A great pillar of heads was left on the high
ground near the fort. Babur took Bibi Mubaraka, daughter of a Yusufzai
chief, as his wife, hunted rhinoceros in Swabi, killed a tiger near Attock,
made a brief raid across the Indus, and was back in Kabul in April.4

After several subsequent incursions, during which he established his
rule over the Punjab, Babur shattered the forces of the Lodi sultan at
Panipat, near Delhi, on April 20, 1526, and established the great Mogul
Empire of India.

Until his death in 1530, Babur retained a tenuous control over the
Frontier. Then the Afghans revolted almost immediately, and the area
was dominated by one or another Aghan chief, except for a brief period
between 1552 and 1556 when Babur’s son, Humayun, held Peshawar.

SHER SHAH SURI

The greatest of these Afghan chiefs was Sher Shah, of the tribe of Sur,
who rose from jagirdar (possessor of a land grant) of an obscure district
in Bihar (Eastern India) to emperor of almost all of northern India. In
1540 Sher Shah, whose grandfather had migrated from near Peshawar
to seek service with the Lodi sultans of Delhi, won a great battle over
Humayun on the bank of the Ganges. Thereafter, for five brief years,
he reigned until killed in a gunpowder explosion. During these five years
he established a highly efficient bureaucracy under his own direct super-
vision, the like of which was not seen again until the high-tide of British
rule. Tariffs were set up on lines designed to encourage commerce; the
land tenure system was reformed; the police and judicial systems were
reorganized. Taxes were collected strictly but justly. A marvelous road
network was constructed, and it is to Sher Shah that India owes its famous
Grand Trunk Road from Peshawar to Bengal.

THE MOGULS

Sher Shah’s empire crumbled rapidly after his death as his relatives and
lieutenants quarreled over the spoils. In 1556, Akbar, the greatest of all

4 Babur. op. cit., pp. 367-395.
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the Moguls, succeeded his father, Humayun. It was not until 1585, how-
ever, that Akbar was able to re-establish imperial rule over Peshawar,
making his Rajput general, Kunwar Man Singh, governor there.

The following year the tribes, inflamed by the teachings of Pir Roshan,
who had founded a heretical Muslim sect on the Frontier some forty years
earlier, revolted again. The Mohmands moved south, closed the Khyber,
and drove Man Singh and his Rajputs out of Peshawar. In 1587, Akbar
himself came to the Frontier with a strong Mogul army to suppress the
rebels. He sent a force into Swat and Bajaur under his able and trustful
counselor, Bir Bal. This force was destroyed by the Yusufzai, 8,000
Moguls losing their lives. A minimum of order was eventually restored
by Todar Mal, Akbar’s great Hindu general, who struck back at the
tribes with the potent weapon of blockade. However, it was never possible
to establish effective administration over the tribes.

From then on, the tribesmen’s war with the Moguls hardly ever ceased.
In 1620 another large Mogul army was destroyed while trying to force
its way into the Tirah which had become a stronghold of the followers
of Pir Roshan. A general uprising took place on the death of the
Emperor Jehangir in 1627. In 1630, the imperial garrison in Peshawar
was under seige for several months. In 1632, and again in 1660, Mogul
armies unsuccessfully attempted to subdue the Tirah. In 1667 the Yusuf-
zai invaded Hazara District east of the Indus and threatened the Moguls’
communications center at Attock.

The population in the hills was growing rapidly in the seventeenth
century, and scarcely a year passed that the Moguls were not distracted
from their efforts to consolidate their empire in India by an uprising in
the border hills. They resorted to all the weapons which the British were
to employ 250 years later: subsidies, blockade, mobile columns, large
fortified garrisons.5 None succeeded, and if, as some claim, the Mogul
Empire in India began to die when it was cut off from its vigorous
taproots in Central Asia, the Frontier tribesmen can claim a major share
in its demise.

By way of digression, it is worthwhile mentioning here that the Pathans
did not limit their activities to their own area. A notable migration of
Pathan individuals and families down into India had been going on
almost since the time of Mahmud of Ghazni. This increased under the
Afghan sultans of Delhi and during the rule of Sher Shah Suri. It con-
tinued throughout Mogul days and was carried even farther in the eight-

5 During the reign of Aurangzeb (1658-1707), Mogul subsidies to the tribes ran
about 600,000 rupees annually.
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eenth century during the turmoil that accompanied the brief but wide-
spread conquests of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah. Notable examples of
the success achieved by the Pathans beyond their own borders were the
states of Tonk and Ruhelkhand whose ruling families jealously preserved
the traditions of their Pathan origins. Even today a number of the petty
nobility of latter-day India proudly trace their ancestry back to Pathan
ancestors. The activities of these Pathans-in-exile, however, are beyond
the scope of this work.

THE GREAT REVOLT

In the spring of 1672 the Mogul governor of Kabul set out to ensure
communications with the capital at Delhi by marching an army through
the Khyber, where the imperial right of transit was being violated with
increasing frequency by the Afridis. These tribesmen caught the army
at Ali Masjid on May 1, cut off its water supply, and then swooped down
from the hills. They killed 10,000 Mogul soldiers, captured 20,000 men
and women, including the governor’s mother, wife, and daughter, and
took 20,000,000 rupees’ worth of loot. Aimal Khan, their leading chief,
proclaimed himself king and declared jihad® against the Moguls, and the
whole country “from Attock to Kandahar” rose in revolt.

Khushal Khan Khattak, a warrior-poet who was chief of the great
Khattak tribe whose lands lay along the west bank of the Indus from
Mardan down to Bannu, joined forces with Aimal and set out to try to
unify the tribes to resist the Moguls.

In 1673, the tribesmen defeated another Mogul army at Gandab. In
March of 1674, they cut to pieces a third force in the Karapa Pass, and
forced the Mogul remnants to flee into Bajaur.

At this point, the Emperor Aurangzeb came himself to the Frontier
as his great-grandfather Akbar had done a hundred years earlier. Aurang-
zeb established his base camp at Hassan Abdal, twenty-nine miles east
of the Indus, and stayed there a year and a half, disregarding the threat
to his empire in Central India posed by the Marathas under the leadership
of Shivaji, in order personally to direct operations against the tribesmen.

Aurangzeb’s Turki general, Uighur Khan, raided the Ghilzai, Shirani,
Yusufzai, and Mohmands, ravishing their country and burning their

¢ The theological problem arising from the fact that the Moguls were by this
time rather better Muslims than the tribesmen appears to have had no effect on
Aimal.
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villages, until the name of Uighur Khan was as much a symbol of terror
as that of Hari Singh was to be 150 years later. For a while, the tribes
held their own. Uighur failed to open the Khyber and was beaten back
in a battle near Ali Masjid. In June of 1675 another Mogul army was
defeated in Bajaur. The Moguls were also driven from the Jagdalik Pass
in the south which Aurangzeb had used for communication with Kabul
after the closing of the Khyber.

AURANGZEB’S TRIBAL POLICY

Nonetheless, by the end of 1675, Aurangzeb had established sufficient
control to enable him to return to Delhi. He accomplished this less by
force of arms than by skill of diplomacy. Many clans were bought over
by subsidies. Rival claimants to the headship of tribes were encouraged.
The perpetual jealousy and distrust of one group for another were fanned.
Imperial spies penetrated the tribal councils. Brother was bribed to
oppose brother, and son encouraged to depose father.By the time
Aurangzeb departed, the Afridis and the Khattaks alone remained in
alliance.

Aurangzeb’s policy was continued by Amin Khan, an exceptionally
able governor of Kabul, who ruled the province for the Emperor from
1677 to 1698. Amin Khan entered into the domestic affairs of the tribes-
men, carefully directed their energies into intertribal feuds, and distrib-
uted subsidies with a liberal hand. He broke up Aimal Khan’s last attempt
to organize a confederacy by instigating the chiefs of the other tribes to
demand a division of the loot which the revolt hoped to gain before the
war began. He worked untiringly to promote dissension between the
Afridis and the Khattaks, and when Aimal Khan died, the Afridis
abandoned the fight against the Moguls. Khushal Khan fought on alone
for many years, betrayed by his sons, abandoned by his allies, constantly
harassed by the Moguls, until he died proud and defiant in 1691.

Aurangzeb’s policy of divide and rule was neither original nor unique,
but the cold-blooded Mogul applied it more persistently and scientifically
than any of his predecessors or successors, possibly even the British.
The policy produced anarchy on the Frontier, but it also resulted in
security for the empire. The communication lines to Kabul were kept
open, and the tribesmen were never able to combine in an uprising of
sufficient size to threaten the rich provinces of India. The policy, thus,
is of considerable importance to later history. By deliberately stimulating
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the natural internal suspicions and dissensions of a tribal people emerg-
ing from a primitive background onto the main stage of events, it did
much to destroy whatever chance there might have been of national
spirit among the tribesmen. By perpetuating the isolation of the Frontier
from the relatively advanced areas around it, Aurangzeb ensured the
existence of a kind of no-man’s land, which has persisted until this day,
a land whose people are united only by their common hostility to any
and all outsiders.

The Mogul power crumbled rapidly all over India after Aurangzeb’s
death in 1707. By the first quarter of the eighteenth century, tribal forays
east of the Indus were common once again.

NADIR SHAH

The time was ripe for another conqueror to come out of the west. This
proved to be Nadir Shah, an Afshar Turk from Khorasan. In the 1730’s,
Nadir Shah drove Mahmud Khan Ghilzai from the throne of Persia.
Mahmud had seized it in the early part of the eighteenth century from
the last king of the Safavid dynasty. Nadir proclaimed himself Emperor
of Persia in 1736, and marched eastward the following year to punish
Mahmud, an Afghan tribesman whose home was in Kandahar. After a
long seige, Nadir took the city and, in June of 1738, he seized Kabul.

Once in Kabul, he forgot the original purpose of his mission and took
the traditional royal road of conquest. He arrived in the Khyber in late
November of 1738, and on the 26th overwhelmed the refugee Mogul
governor of Kabul who tried to block Nadir’s exit at Fort Jamrud with
a force of 20,000 Afghan mercenaries. Nadir occupied Peshawar and
pushed on to cross the Indus at Attock. The disorganized Moguls scat-
tered before him as he marched across northern India, and he camped
in Delhi from March until May of 1739. He looted the Mogul capital of
incredible booty — including the famous peacock throne — and
announced he was annexing the Mogul province west of the Indus. After
giving the discredited Mogul emperor some patronizing advice on how
to rule, he contemptuously spurned possession of the imperial city, and
rode back to Persia. On his way home, the Afridis closed the Khyber to
him, and the conqueror of Delhi had to be led through the backpaths of
the Tirah by a renegade Orakzai.
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AHMAD SHAH

Nadir’s empire broke up immediately after his death in 1747. One of
his lieutenants, named Ahmad, an Afghan of the Sadozai clan of the
Abdali tribe, marshaled a small force and returned to his own country.
Ahmad took Kandahar and established his capital there. In 1748, he
declared himself King of Afghanistan, assuming the title Durr-i-Durran
(“Pearl of Pearls”), as a result of which the Abdali tribe came to be
known as the Durranis. Ahmad Shah continued the time-honored custom
of raiding India, and in January of 1761, at the third battle of Panipat,
he destroyed the Maratha Confederacy, which had succeeded the Moguls
as the dominant power in India.

Ahmad Shah’s main interest, however, was in his own country west
of the Indus. He gave the Peshawar Valley something like a settled
government for the first time in several hundred years. He also firmly
established the Durranis as the ruling tribe of Afghanistan. Under his
son, Timur Shah, internecine wars among the various Durrani clans and
chiefs brought a return to near-anarchy. An attempt was made on Timur’s
life in Peshawar in 1791, and in the subsequent reprisals, many of the
border chiefs, especially the Mohmands, were permanently alienated.
Timur died two years later, and his twenty-three sons completed the
destruction of the Durrani empire by their quarrels over the succession.

RISE OF THE MUHAMMADZAI

The Sadozai family quarrel was ended in 1818 by a revolt of the
Muhammadzai family of the Barakzai clan of the Durranis. The rising
was led by three brothers, Fateh Khan, Muhammad Azim, and Dost
Muhammad, sons of Painda Khan, patriarch of the family, who had
been executed a few years earlier by one of the Sadozai rulers. The
Muhammadzais extended their control over Kashmir and Peshawar
during several years of fighting. Although the Sadozais managed to
hold on to Dera Ismail Khan, Dost Muhammad mounted the throne in
Kabul in 1826. Four other sons of Painda Khan, Sultan Muhammad
Khan, Yar Muhammad Khan, Sayyid Muhammad Khan, and Pir Mu-
hammad Khan, became joint viceroys in Peshawar, and the frontier
capital became an integral part of the Durrani kingdom.
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THE SIKHS

Meanwhile, the Sikhs under Ranjit Singh had taken over the Punjab,
and were rapidly pushing out to the north and west to pick up other
parts of the original Durrani empire. In 1813, the Sikhs seized Attock
and began raiding the trans-Indus districts. In 1818 Ranjit marched an
army into Peshawar but left without attempting to hold the city. Dera
Ismail Khan was also briefly occupied during the same year. In 1823
the Sikhs began what was to become an annual harassment of the Bannu
Plain.

Ranjit himself returned to the Frontier in 1823. After shattering a
combined Afghan-tribal force in a great battle near Nowshera, he formally
took possession of Peshawar. However, he allowed the Durrani sirdars
(chiefs) to remain as his viceroys. After seven years of misrule, the local
tribes, inflamed by the preaching of Sayyid Ahmad, a puritanical Muslim
from British India, rose again against the Sikhs. In 1830, Sayyid Ahmad
and his devotees, supported by the tribes, captured Peshawar and man-
aged to hold it for a few months.

In May of 1834 a large Sikh army entered Peshawar; the sirdars were
expelled, and a permanent garrison under Hari Singh was established.
This brought Dost Muhammad down from Kabul with an army in May
of 1835. The Sikhs sent 40,000 men out to meet him at the eastern end
of the Khyber. The local tribes remained aloof from both sides. The
battle was never fought. As a result of a clever piece of bribery and
intrigue carried on by Josiah Harlan, a gentleman adventurer from Penn-
sylvania in the service of Ranjit Singh, Dost Muhammad found himself
betrayed, outwitted, and surrounded.” He retreated quickly back to
Kabul.

In 1836, the Sikhs formally annexed Dera Ismail Khan, giving the
Sadozai nawabs there the same treatment that had been accorded the
Muhammadzai in Peshawar. Kohat was also garrisoned but was quickly
abandoned after Dost Muhammad’s army, led by his eldest son, Akbar
Khan, appeared again in the Khyber in April of 1837. This time the
tribes came to the support of the Kabul army, and Hari Singh was killed
in a bitter battle near Jamrud, although the fort itself was not taken.

Ranjit Singh died in June of 1839, and the Sikh empire lost its vitality

7 Harlan’s exploits are recounted in his own book, Josiah Harlan, 4 Memoir of
India and Avghanistaun (Philadelphia: J. Dobson, 1842), pp. 162-164; and in
Charles Masson, Narrative of Various Journeys in Balochistan, Afghanistan, and
the Panjab, 4 vols. (London: R. Bentley, 1844), III, pp. 335-345.
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and discipline. A garrison remained at Peshawar, however, and the Italian
General Avitable ruled as governor for the Sikhs from 1838 to 1842.
Known locally as “Abu Tabela”, Avitable ruled with a brutality un-
precedented even on the Frontier. He was hated and feared more than
Hari Singh himself. Despite his repressive measures, Avitable found it im-
possible to subdue the hill tribes, and the countryside was either deeded
over in jagirs (grants) to favored local chiefs or left to its own anarchical
devices, with Sikh armies making “tax-collecting” forays whenever they
had the strength.

In 1839-40, the Sikhs allied themselves with the British power
spreading out from Bombay and Calcutta to depose Dost Muhammad
briefly from the throne of Kabul in the First Afghan War. The future
of the Frontier was an important issue in the war, but the fighting had
little effect on the area itself. The Sikhs continued their haphazard rule
over the Frontier until 1847, when the Sikh empire passed under British
suzerainty. For the next two years, the Sikhs ruled as British vassals (with
the assistance of British administrators). Finally, in the Lahore Durbar
of March 30, 1849, the British took direct authority over the Frontier.
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INTRODUCTION

An effort has been made in the previous chapter to reconstruct a sum-
mary of historical events up to 1849 as they affected the Frontier and its
people. Just who and what these people are has not yet been made com-
pletely clear. In a purely scientific sense, it is doubtful if it ever will be.!
It is sufficient for our present purpose, however, to emphasize that the
inhabitants of the Frontier are clearly of varying origin. They probably
include among their ancestors some of the original Aryan occupiers of
the region. Over the course of the centuries, the Greek, Persian, Turkic,
and Mongol invaders who passed through the Frontier also added their
blood.2

The inhabitants of the Frontier appear first in history as “Afghans”,
a troublesome people living in the Sulaiman Mountains east of Ghazni,
in the time of Mahmud. As they expanded in number and rose to power,
important divisions among them became apparent. It is obvious, for
example, even in the historical summary of the preceding chapter, that
the Lodi and Durrani nobles who established themselves on the thrones
of Delhi and Kabul were to some extent different from the hillmen of
the Safed Koh and Sulaiman Mountains.

1 A good summary discussion of the ethnic problem of the Frontier may be
found in C. Collin Davies, The Problem of the North-West Frontier, 1890-1908
(Cambridge: The University Press, 1932), pp. 37-46. Some anthropometric data
are contained in Appendix C of the same work.

2 The idea that the Frontier tribes were “the lost tribes of Israel”, and that Pushtu
is a Semitic language persisted among some British writers into the twentieth
century, although scholars had much earlier ascertained the language as Indo-
Iranian and the people as of non-Semitic origin. E.g., Bernard Dorn, A Chresto-
mathy of the Pushtu or Afghan Language (St. Petersburg: The Imperial Academy
of Sciences, 1847), p. ii. Olaf Caroe, in The Pathans, 550 B.C.-A.D. 1957 (London,
St. Martin’s Press, 1958), argues that the Ephthalites or “White Huns” constitute
a particularly important element in the Pathan amalgam, pp. 81-90.
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Variations in names for the whole group also complicate the picture.
The Frontier tribesmen are still quite properly known as Afghans, al-
though the same name is also applied to all nationals of Afghanistan,
many of whom have no ethnic connection with the men of the Frontier.
The most familiar name in the west is Pathan, a Hindi term adopted by
the British, which is usually applied only to the people living east of the
Durand Line. Most of the people on both sides of the border usually call
themselves Pukhtun, Pakhtun, Pushtun, or Pashtun. The first two words
are used in the guttural language of the north; the latter two in the
softer Kandahari dialect of the south. Some, however, like the Yusufzai,
prefer Afghan. For convenience, Pathan is used throughout this work,
except where the context requires one of the other names.

As the name favored by the people themselves suggests, the most
practical touchstone of identity is language. Almost all the people speak
Pushtu. (The southern word is more commonly used in English than the
porthern Pukhtu.) This is an eastern Iranian language, definitely distinct
from the Persian and Urdu used in the areas to the west and east of it.

The Pathans themselves have a very precise explanation of who they
are. This existed in its present form when the first Englishman to come
into contact with them, the Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone, visited the
Frontier in 1809.3 It consists of an almost certainly fictional but remark-
ably consistent genealogy going back to Saul, the first King of Israel.
Every true Pathan can fit himself and his ancestors into this great family
tree. There are indications that the genealogy was composed almost
entirely out of whole cloth about 400 years ago. Nonetheless, it is valuable
since it provides a framework which reflects the real divisions of the
group at that time and has preserved the actual lines of descent since.4
For these reasons and because the Pathan takes his genealogy very
seriously, the traditional story of the tribes is presented here in summary
form.

THE ORIGIN OF THE PATHANS

The race was founded by Kais, thirty-seventh lineal descendant of Saul
of Israel. Kais was a saintly warrior who lived near Ghur in Afghanistan

1 See Mountstuart Elphinstone, An Account of the Kingdom of Caubal and its
Dependencies in Persia, Tartary, and India (London: Longman, Hurst, Rees,
Orme, Brown, and J. Murray, 1815), pp. 158-160.

4 See Hugh R. James, “Report on the Settlement of the Peshawar District”,
Selections from the Records of the Government of India, 1865, No. 46 (Calcutta:
Government of India, n.d.), pp. 47-48.
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in the seventh century. He was converted to Islam by an early missionary
and subsequently visited Arabia and received a blessing from the Holy
Prophet. Kais’ descendants moved to Kandahar shortly after his death.
In Kandahar, the people from Ghur met and intermarried with the
Gandhari, some of the original inhabitants of the Peshawar Valley, who
had fled from the White Huns in the fifth and sixth centuries.

The new clan took its language — Pushtu — from the Gandhari and
its religion — Islam — from the Ghuris. Over the next few hundred years
its growing population spread north and east and back down into the
Peshawar Valley. Here, other indigenous groups which, unlike the
Gandhari, had not fled the White Huns, were absorbed. These, according
to some versions of the story, became the Afridis and the Khattaks.

Throughout the evolution of the tribes, various invaders moved into
one or another of the clan structures, resulting in a strong Turkic cast
in one group, a predominant Iranian influence in another.

Each of the three great branches of the race traces its origin to a son
of Kais. The Sarbani Pathans, which include the Durrani, Ghori Khel,
Khakhai Khel, Shinwari, Yusufzai, Muhammadzai, and Mohmands,
claim descent from Sarban. The Ghilzai Pathans, among which are the
great nomad clans of the Sulaiman Khel and the Aka Khel, are descend-
ants of Baitan, through his daughter and a Persian prince. The Ghur-
ghusht Pathans, such as the Afridis, Khattaks, Wazirs, Mahsuds, Daurs,
Turis, Jajis, and Bangash, are the descendants of Ghurghusht.

TRIBAL STRUCTURE

Before attempting a brief description of the major tribes, a few general
remarks are necessary. Every Pathan group is connected in one way or
another with every other group, and the Pushtu-speaking people con-
stitute a very real cultural and social entity. However, it is almost im-
possible to devise a framework into which each group can be neatly fitted.
Each major tribe has two or more khels, which may roughly be equated
with the English term, “clan”. The khels break up into extended family
systems of varying degrees of magnitude. Some of these subdivisions are
also known as khels; some are called kors or kahols.

However, an individual khel may have lost all connection with its
parent tribe, and may exceed in numbers other tribes which include
several khels. Names are also misleading. Two groups which have no
practical connection with each other and which may be vastly dissimilar
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in size and importance may have the same name. There is a Sipah clan
among both Afridis and Shinwaris, an Usman Khel among both Moh-
mands and Mahsuds. Thus, except when obviously referring to one of
the major tribes, a given group name may be meaningless without context.

The basis of each group, from the smallest to the largest, is blood
relationship — real or fancied. This is most compelling among the tribes
still living in the hills, where, for example, a man will think of himself
first as “the second son of Malik Shahbaz Khan of the Shahbaz Khel
subsection of the Galai division of the Adam Khel Afridis” rather than
as “Jamshed Khan of Jamrud Village in the Khyber Agency”. Geo-
graphic considerations take on more importance among the long settled
plains tribes, and personal identification here would be more apt to be
“Jehangir, son of Isa Khan, of Takhal Village, a Khalil living in
Peshawar tahsil of Peshawar District”. These distinctions frequently tend
to be lost, as many tribes have members both in the hills and in the
settled districts. Some tribes also extend across the border into Afghani-
stan.

The one exception to the blood groupings is the Samil and Gar factions
which exist to a greater or lesser extent among most of the tribes. These
factions, which have no relation to other tribal groupings and no unified
policy or objectives, are known in some areas as Spin (White) and Tor
(Black). Vaguely akin to political parties, they seem designed primarily
to enable a man to belong to a group hostile to that of his neighbor to
whom he may be joined by blood ties. The origin of the factions is lost
in antiquity, and few Westerners have ever been able to grasp their real
meaning. Perhaps the only parallel in the West is the notorious “blue”
and “green” factions which so disturbed the eastern Roman Empire in
its final days.

Most tribes in which the factions have been important were about
equally divided between them. Thus, among the Afridis, the Kambar
Khel, Kuki Khel, Adam Khel, and Aka Khel were Gar, while the
Malikdin Khel, Zakka Khel, Kamar Khel, and Sipah were Samil. Alle-
giance to either faction was usually inherited, but an individual could
change sides, although he was seldom able to carry his clan with him.
The factions have lost much of their importance in recent years and are
virtually forgotten by the younger generation of tribesmen.

In the face of this complex and confusing situation, it is probably best
simply to start along the Durand Line at the northernmost limit of the
Pathan area and work south and east, touching on the characteristics of
the most important tribes, and ignoring those which by virtue of their
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small size or isolated location have had little influence on the Frontier.5

THE YUSUFZAL

The Yusufzai are one of the largest, oldest, and most sophisticated of the
tribes. They also have perhaps the greatest number of divisions and off-
shoots and the greatest variety of development. They inhabit both the
wild mountains of Dir and Swat and the fertile plains of Mardan. All
together they probably number close to a million.

The tribe as a whole may be roughly divided into the hillmen and the
plains dwellers. The former live in Dir, Swat, Buner, and parts of Bajaur.
They also extend across the Indus River into the Black Mountain area.
The group living in the hills is more properly the true Yusufzai, but they
are known more usually by their various clan names: the Akozai and
the Malizai in Dir and Swat, the Iliaszai (also called simply Bunerwals)
in Buner, and the Isazai on the Black Mountain. All of them are the
descendants of the Khakhai Khel of the Sarbani Pathans who apparently
migrated eastward from the upper reaches of the Kabul River Valley in
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. They pushed the Swatis across the
Indus and have long held the balance of political power in the two states
of Dir and Swat, the Khan (or Nawab) of Dir being a member of the
Akhund Khel subsection of the Painda Khel Malizai.®

The section of the Yusufzai which lives in the plains is sometimes
called the Mardans, though the people themselves prefer the prouder
name, Yusufzai. These clans are divided into three main groups: the
Kamalzai, the Ama zai, and the Baizai. They live on the so-called Yusuf-
zai Plain in Mardan District; intermixed with them are pockets of Khat-
taks, Utman Khel, Daudzai, and Gigianis.

The Yusufzai, especially those dwelling on the plain, are attractive,
hard-working agriculturalists, striking in appearance, relatively clean
and neat, and inordinately proud of their clan as the blue-blooded

5 No real count of the tribes has ever been taken. Official Pakistani census reports
contain only estimates for the tribal agencies. Consequently, the figures given for
each tribe in the succeeding pages are only approximate and have been pieced
together from several sources.

8 The present Wali of Swat is a great-grandson of the Akhund of Swat, originally
of the relatively unimportant Safi tribe, who established his authority in the area
as a saint in the last century. The Wali's vigorous and progressive administration
is in marked contrast to the backward feudal rule of the Nawab of Dir who was
finally deposed by the Pakistan Government in 1960.



44 THE PEOPLE

aristocracy of the Pathans. The traditional system of land tenure in which
each man holds a daftar, or piece of land of his own, as well as a share
in the tribal common land, remains relatively intact. This makes for a
large number of small freeholders, although the growth of the khan
system following the British land settlement in the nineteenth century
has also resulted in some individual holdings of as much as 20,000 acres.

In many ways, the Yusufzai tribe is the most representative of the
Pathan community. Part of it is familiar with the settled life of the plains
and the government administration. Part of it dwells in the unadminis-
tered hills where life is lived almost completely according to traditional
tribal usage. (There seems to be relatively little contact between the two

groups.)

BAJAURIS

Bajaur is a wild hill tract lying south of Dir along the Afghan border
adjacent to the Mohmand country. Its inhabitants are as diversified and
intractable as the terrain. The main tribes are the Salarzai, the Utman
Khel, and the Mamunds.

The Utman Khel are Sarbani Pathans who followed the Yusufzai
eastward in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Some of them have been
amalgamated into the plains Yusufzai. In Bajaur, however, they remain
in a relatively untouched state, preserving some of the oldest and more
obscure customs of the Pathans. The Utman Khel is the largest group
in Bajaur (about 115,000). The dominant element in Bajaur, however,
is the Salarzai. The five Salarzai clans divide their allegiances among
the rival Khans of Khar, Nawagai, Pashat, and Kotkai. Attempts to
upset these allegiances have been responsible for much of the trouble
for which Bajaur has traditionally been noted.

MOHMANDS

The Mohmands are closely connected geographically and politically to
the clans of Bajaur, but are much more numerous and homogenous. The
Mohmands total about 400,000 persons, roughly half of whom live on
either side of the Durand Line.

The tribe descends from the Ghoria Khel of the Sarbani Pathans. The
Ghoria Khel migrated from Afghanistan at about the same time as the
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Khakhai Khel, from whom the Yusufzai are descended. The Mohmands
living east of the Durand Line split into two groups at an early date.
One section, the Kuz (Lower) Mohmands, lives north of the Kabul river,
contiguous to the settled districts. Some have left their hills and have
earned a reputation as hard-working, land-hungry farmers. The Kuz
Mohmands are divided into five main branches: the Tarakzai, Halimzai,
Utmanzai, Dawezai and Mandi Khel. They are called the “assured clans”
because in 1895, when they accepted the British government’s adminis-
tration, the British assured them they would lose none of the subsidies
and protection they had been wont to receive from the Amir of Afghani-
stan.

The Bar (Hill) Mohmands occupy a patch of barren, inaccessible hills
of about 1,200 square miles which abuts on the Durand Line on the
west and is bounded on the south by the Kabul River and on the north
by Bajaur. They have proven to be one of the most resistant of all the
tribes to change. Below the Mohmand area are the Mullagoris, who
extend into the Tartarra Range north of the Khyber, and are known
locally as the descendants of Mullah Gor, son of Bayazid, Pir Roshan,
founder of the Roshani sect. Consequently, they do not appear in the
regular genealogies.?

The main center of the Mohmand country is Lalpura, just across the
Afghan border where the hills break down into the Kabul River valley.
The Mohmands in Pakistan have always been in fairly close touch with
their relatives across the border, to whom they can readily flee when
proscribed in their own country. Consequently, they have never been
backward in expressing their annoyance with the British government.
To a lesser extent, a similar situation still exists, and the Afghan proposal
for an independent “Pukhtunistan” has excited more interest among the
the Mohmands than among most other tribes.

In general, the customs of the Mohmands are similar to those of the
Yusufzai. However, they do differ in two important respects. The Moh-
mand khans and maliks have more influence than is the case among the
traditionally democratic Yusufzai. This leads to more intense intratribal
feuding, and has occasionally resulted in bitter contests between the
maliks and the mullahs. The latter also play a more important role among
the Mohmands than among most other tribes.

The second difference, although it has little political significance,
marks the Mohmands as something close to barbarians in the eyes of

7 Sir Richard Warburton, Eighteen Years in the Khyber (London: J. Murray,
1900), pp. 7-8.
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most of their fellow Pathans. This is simply the absence of hujras, or
guest houses, in the villages of the Bar Mohmands, a lack that is inter-
preted by the other tribes to mean that the Mohmands do not place any
great value on melmastia, or hospitality, which is the traditional duty
of every Pathan.

THE AFRIDIS

The Afridi, whose claim to unblemished Pathan lineage has been ques-
tioned by several writers,® has, ironically, come to represent the arche-
type of the Pathan. To him can be applied a whole catalogue of contra-
dictory adjectives: brave, cautious, honorable, treacherous, cruel, gallant,
superstitious, courteous, suspicious, and proud.

The tribe numbers about 250,000. It is divided into eight clearly
distinct clans: Adam Khel, Aka Khel, Kamar Khel, Kambar Khel, Kuki
Khel, Malikdin Khel, Zakka Khel, and Sipah. These occupy about 1,000
square miles of hilly country south and west of Peshawar. Through this
area runs the Khyber Pass. To the south of the Pass is the Tirah, the
Afridi homeland. Entrance to the Tirah is through the Khajuri Plain,
and the Chora Valley. On the southwest, several small passes lead down
into the Kurram Valley. To the north, the Khyber is accessible from the
Tirah through many narrow gorges in the mountains.

All of the Afridi clans have their own areas in the Tirah, and most of
them extend down into the Khyber over which they have always exer-
cised the right of toll.? The Malikdin Khel live in the center of the Tirah
and hold Bagh, the traditional meeting place of Afridi jirgas or assemblies.
The Aka Khel are scattered in the hills south of Jamrud. All of this area
is included in the Khyber Agency. The Adam Khel live in the hills between
Peshawar and Kohat. Their preserve is the Kohat Pass, in which several
of the most important Afridi gun factories are located. This area is set

8 E.g., Davies, op. cit., p. 62; Major R. T. 1. Ridgway, Pathans (Calcutta: Govern-
ment Press, 1918), p. 50; James, op. cit., p. 64; Sir Mark Aurel Stein, Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society, July, 1925, pp. 402-403.

? In the sixteenth century, the Afridis collected Rs. 125,000 a year from the
Mogul Empire, in addition to individual levies on each traveler. By 1865, their
receipts had dropped to Rs. 22,900 from the Amir of Afghanistan, plus an individual
levy of Rs. 5 per laden camel (Rs. 3 if the load was food), Rs. 3 per horseman,
and Rs. 11/: per unladen camel or pedestrian. Reliable figures on more recent
subsidies paid by British India and Pakistan are not available, but there is little
doubt they far exceed the Mogul figure.
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aside in a separate strip of unadministered territory attached to Kohat
District. Except for the Adam Khel, the Afridi clans are migratory, mov-
ing down out of the lofty Tirah to the lower hills and the Khajuri Plain in
the winter.

Although the entire tribe proved itself capable of concerted action
against both the Moguls and the British, the Afridis are given to bitter
interclan feuds, leaving them little time for major quarrels with neigh-
boring tribes. Most noted of the feuds are those between the Adam Khel
and the Aka Khel and between the Kuki Khel and the Zakka Khel. The
last-named clan, incidentally, is considered something of an archetype
of the Afridis. It is reputed to be so untrustworthy that the other clans
traditionally refuse to accept a Zakka Khel oath in a jirga unless it is
accompanied by the giving of hostages. The bickering is enhanced by
the considerable influence exercised among the Afridis by the mullahs
and the adherence of the various clans to the Samil and Gar factions.

The Afridis are light-skinned, pleasant-looking men, somewhat slighter
in stature than the Yusufzai. A Hebraic cast of features and a partiality
for full beards, added to the grace with which most of the older men
wear their flowing garments, convey an impression of an assembly of
Old Testament prophets.

The Afridis, especially the Adam Khel, Kambar Khel, and Malikdin
Khel, joined the British Indian army in greater numbers than most other
tribes. The famous Khyber Rifles, whose headquarters are at Landi
Kotal in the Khyber, have — except for periods when the British banned
the Afridis from service because of revolt or intrigue — been very much
an Afridi organization. In recent years, the Afridis have built up a
profitable trucking business between various points within the Frontier
and from Peshawar to Afghanistan. Much as the Sikhs in India, they
also serve as the motor mechanics of northwestern Pakistan, and are
capable of prolonging the life of the most decrepit vehicle almost in-
definitely.

Despite the Afridis’ willingness to participate in a jihad at the wave of
a green flag, their religious laxity has been the subject of much concern
to their fellow Pathans. In the seventeenth century, Khushal Khan Khat-
tak, the great Pushtu poet and lifelong ally of the Afridis, lamented:

The call of the muezzin is not to be heard in Tirah, Unless it is the crowing
of the cock at the dawn of day.

The Roshani heretics of the sixteenth century found a refuge in the
Tirah after having been driven out by other more orthodox tribes, and
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reportedly Pir Roshan, the founder of the sect, is still venerated there
today.

Perhaps the Afridis’ best answer to charges of irreligion, however, is
a story they tell of themselves. One day long ago, a saintly pir, or holy
man, came among the tribe. They paid homage to him and asked for
his prayers. He denounced their lack of virtue and reviled them with the
fact that in all their country they did not have a single shrine or tomb of
a saint of their own whose intercession they might solicit. Impressed by
the argument, the Afridis killed the pir on the spot and erected an im-
pressive shrine over him at which they conducted their devotions there-
after.10

THE SHINWARIS

The Shinwaris, another small group of Sarbani Pathans, live at the
extreme western end of the Khyber and in the hills skirting the lower
part of the Jelalabad Valley of Afghanistan. The tribe numbers about
50,000. It is divided into the Mandehzai, Sangu Khel, Sipah, and Ali
Sher Khel branches. Only the last has any members living on the Frontier
(about 12,000). Although the tribe has been the source of much trouble
to the rulers of Afghanistan, it has never been very important east of the
Durand Line.

ORAKZAI

The Orakzais occupy an area of about 1,200 square miles centering on
the Samana Crest, a southern ridge of the Safed Koh. They also extend
into the southern valleys of the Tirah and the lower hills north of the
Kurram Valley. All of them appear in the Pathan genealogy as descend-
ants of Ghurghusht, but the various sections of the Orakzai seem really
to be almost separate tribes. These are the Ismailzai, Massuzai, Daulatzai,
Muhammad Khel, Sturi Khel, and Lashkarzai. The last are the largest
and most powerful. One of their clans, the Mamuzai, were for years a
noted thorn in the flesh of British administrators in Kurram and Kohat.
Four vassal clans, the Ali Khel, Malla Khel, Mishti, and Sheikhan, live

10 The origin of this widely quoted story is frequently ascribed to some English
author with a well-developed sense of humor. It is worth noting, however, that
James, in his settlement report written in 1865, mentions it as being current among
the Yusufzai, and it is still repeated by the Afridis today.
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among the Orakzai, adding to the heterogeneity of the community. Their
total number is about 95,000.

Feuds abound in the Orakzai country. The Gar and Samil factions
divide subgroups within the clans as well as the clans themselves. Sec-
tarian differences add to the hostility, the Mohammad Khel and half of
the Sturi Khel, as well as various sections of the vassal clans, being Shia
Muslims, while the rest of the Orakzai are Sunnis. These internal dis-
agreements spill over into additional feuds with the Zaimusht, Afridis,
Bangash, and Turis.

ZAIMUSHT

The Zaimusht, who dwell on the slopes of the hills around the mouth
of the Kurram Valley and own a few villages on the plain, are also a
clan of the Orakzai, according to some authorities.}! However, they
themselves claim to be Sarbani Pathans, and appear to be distinct from
the Orakzai. They number about 70,000, and are noted chiefly for having
produced the notorious Chikhai, Sarwar Khan of Chinarik, a successful
freebooter who at one time virtually ruled the lower Kurram Valley.!2

TURIS

The Turis are the main tribe in the Kurram Valley. They appear in the
genealogy as Ghurghusht Pathans, but are Shia in religion. They have
a definite Mongol cast of features and are fairly likely descendants of
early Turkic conquerors. They claim to have originated with a Turkic
family headed by Toghani which migrated eastward from Persia some-
time before the establishment of the Mogul Empire in India. Early in
the eighteenth century, they drove the Bangash out of the Kurram Valley.

A well-developed Turi social, religious, and legal framework, some-
what different from that of the other tribes, apparently persisted into the
nineteenth century. Their body of customary law, known as Turizuna,
was similar in structure to Pukhtunwali, the general code of the Pathans.

11 FE.g., Sir William Barton, India’s North-West Frontier (London: J. Murray,
1939), p. 48.
12 “Chikhai” died in 1903 at the hands of the Wazirs as a result of a feud. For an
account of his exploits, see Barton, op. cit., p. 103, and Theodore Leighton Pennell,
Among the Wild Tribes of the Afghan Frontier (London: Seeley, Service, 1927),
pp. 277-286.
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However, it provided for the tribe’s Shia religion and the devotion of its
members to one or another of the four great families of pirs or sayyids
who lived in the area. As among the Yusufzai, landholdings were highly
organized, and every true Turi still has at least a theoretical share in the
tribal lands at the home villages of Peiwar and Malana.

Being Shias, the Turis suffered almost constantly from the persecution
of their Sunni neighbors. Possessing the most fertile land of all the tribal
territory, they also had something worth protecting. Consequently, they
welcomed the British and made common cause with them at an early
date. They have long been in close contact with the administered districts
of Kohat and Bannu. As a result, they have tended to lose their inde-
pendent tribal customs and outlook more completely than the other tribes
along the border.

The Turis are divided into the Hamza Khel, Mastu Khel, Gandi Khel,
Alizai, and Duparzai. Together with a few small vassal tribes, they number
about 20,000. The Samil and Gar factions exist among the Turis, but
under the names of Spin and Tor. Allegiance is also divided among the
four sayyid families, the followers of three of which traditionally form
the Sust Gundi as opposed to the disciples of the fourth family who
comprise the Ting Gundi.

THE BANGASH

The Bangash were the previous inhabitants of the Kurram Valley and
many of them still dwell in the lower reaches of the valley. The rest
occupy a narrow strip running from the mouth of the Kurram Valley to
the Indus. The main center of the Bangash is Hangu. The tribe numbers
about 10,000, and is divided into the Miranzai, Baizai, and Samilzai.
Like the Orakzai, some are Shia and some Sunni. Almost all belong to
the Gar faction. The tribesmen are quiet, reserved, and hard-working.
Many have served in the British Indian and Pakistani armies.

WAZIRS

The Wazirs are the most important tribe in the tangle of mountains which
runs south for more than a hundred miles below Kurram. This area is
divided into the tribal agencies of North Waziristan, the headquarters of
which is at Miranshah, and South Waziristan, which has headquarters
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at Tank in the winter and Wana in the summer. The Wazirs are de-
scendants of Ghurghusht. They appeared in their present territory as
early as the fourteenth century, and today number about 200,000, a few
of whom live in Afghanistan.

The tribe is frequently known as the Darwesh Khel to distinguish it
from the Mahsuds who are also Wazirs by origin. It is divided into two
great branches; the Utmanzai and the Ahmadzai, who occupy an arc
astride the Durand Line from the mouth of the Gomal to the mouth of
the Kurram Valley. On the Pakistan side of the border, the Utmanzai are
concentrated in North Waziristan and the Ahmadzai live generally in
South Waziristan, though some are scattered throughout the entire
Waziristan area.

The two branches break up into at least four distinct levels of sub-
groups, making for almost three hundred separate clans. The most im-
portant groups — each of which includes several subgroups — are the
Madda Khel, Kabul Khel, Isperka, Nasruddin, Hathi Khel, and Tori
Khel. The Fakir of Ipi, the most renowed “hostile” of recent years, was
a Tori Khel.

To some extent the Wazirs are migratory. They move their small herds
of sheep and goats up and down the hills according to the seasons. The
Wazirs speak Pushtu with a distinctive accent, and dress largely in black
and dark colors in contrast to their northern neighbors who prefer lighter-
colored clothes. The British found them peaceful and cordial when
contact was first established,!3 but in later years they gave the Govern-
ment of India more trouble than any other single tribe. As late as 1937-38,
several British Indian divisions were involved in Waziristan in what
amounted to almost full-scale war.

Consequently, they enjoy a reputation for treachery and ruthlessness.
Nonetheless, they are a brave and virile people, passionately fond of their
barren hills; they have won the respect of many of the Pakistani political
officers who have dealt with them. It must be admitted, however, that
they do not seem to inspire the personal admiration and fondness which
is frequently accorded by outsiders to the Afridis, or even to the Mahsuds,
wilder brothers of the Wazirs.

The process of migration, which has pretty well run its course in
other areas of the Frontier, has not yet been completed in the case of
the Wazirs. More fierce and numerous than their Daur, Bannuchi, and
Bangash neighbors, the Wazirs might have been expected to have seized

13 Elphinstone, op. cit., p. 385. Elphinstone’s opinion was confirmed by Edwardes
in 1847, Taylor in 1852, Temple in 1854, and MacGregor in 1863.
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the relatively fertile land held by these tribes rather than to have re-
mained in their inhospitable hills. This was to some extent at least
prevented by the bitterness of their clashes with the British who extended
their protection over the more tractable tribes. Unable to destroy the
British power, the Wazirs stayed in their hills, making an occasional
foray onto the plains, and frustrating a long series of British attempts to
establish the imperial power in the hills.

Since the creation of Pakistan, the Wazirs have begun a gradual
descent from their hills. Some have enlisted in the army and the scouts.
However, until large new tracts of land can be developed and made
available to them in the Derajat or the presently uncultivable parts of
the Bannu Plain, the majority of the Wazirs will probably remain in
their hills and depend for support primarily on government subsidies.

The Wazirs played a large role in raising Nadir Khan to the throne
of Afghanistan in 1929 after the overthrow of King Amanullah, and
they still retain a fairly close contact — in part friendly and in part hostile
— with Kabul.

MAHSUDS

The Mahsuds live surrounded on three sides by the Wazirs with the
fourth, or eastern side being occupied by the Bhittanis. The Mahsuds
have long-standing feuds with both of their neighbors. This accounts —
in addition to their long history of rebellion against the British and Sikhs
— for their reputation as the wildest of all the Pathans. As already
indicated, the Mahsuds are really nothing more than one division of
the Wazirs. Any attempt to explain this to a Mahsud, however, is to
invite a sudden and violent end to scholarship.

The Mahsuds number about 100,000, and are divided into three
branches: Bahlolzai, Alizai, and Shaman Khel. Like the Wazirs, these
are further subdivided to the second and third power. The most important
subgroups are the Shabi Khel, Manzai Khel, Nana Khel, and Aimal Khel.

The Mahsud country centers on Kaniguram and Makin. It extend
down into parts of the Gomal, the Tank Zam, and onto the edge of the
Wana Plain. The Mahsuds are even more dynamic and aggressive than
the Wazirs. They are also under pressure of an even more rapidly in-
creasing population. In recent years, large numbers have left their ter-
ritory to work in semi-military labor battalions, building roads in other
parts of the Frontier. Others will occasionally appear in such unlikely
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occupations as house servants in Karachi, deckhands on a coastal steam-
er, or truck drivers practically anywhere. Mahsuds took over most of
the shops in the Tank bazaar after the Hindus fled in 1947. Those who
remain at home continue their step-by-step encroachment on the land of
the Wazirs, and there are pieces of disputed land on the edge of the
Wana Plain on which as much blood as water is shed annually.

In the middle of the Mahsud country, chiefly in and around Kaniguram,
live the Urmurs. This small tribe has its own language called Bargista and
its own traditions and customs, although these have been pretty well
merged into the Pathan culture which surrounds the Urmurs. The Urmurs
appear in the genealogy as Sarbani Pathans, but their Pathan origin is
questionable. They are obviously dependent completely on the Mahsuds,
but a remarkable good-fellowship and equality appear to exist between
the two tribes, and the Urmurs support their more powerful neighbors
enthusiastically in the fight with the Wazirs. The whole tribe numbers
only a few thousand.

BHITTANIS

The Bhittanis are spread over a fairly large area east of Waziristan from
the Marwat Plain south to the Gomal. Some are located within Tribal
Territory, while others dwell in Dera Ismail Khan District. They number
about 43,000, and are divided into three branches: the Tatta, the Dhana,
and the Uraspan.

The tribe claims descent from Baitan, the third son of Kais, but they
have little in common with the Ghilzai. The Bhittanis have occasionally
allied themselves with or against their neighbors, but in general appear
to be a low spirited group, lacking the dynamic qualities of both Wazir
and Mahsud. They are referred to locally as “the jackals of the Wazirs”.

DAURS

The fourth tribe which inhabits Waziristan is the Daurs. They are re-
garded by their neighbors as being the worst possible examples of Pathans
— if indeed their Pathan origin is not denied altogether. Tradition has it
that they are descended from a concubine of one of the lesser lights of the
early Ghurghusht patriarchs, and the idea that the Daurs are some kind
of illegitimate or half-caste Pathans remains fixed among the other tribes.
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The Daurs number about 50,000, and are divided into the Tappizad,
Idak, and Mallizad. These in turn break down into several dozen sub-
groups. The Daur or Tochi Valley is one of the few fertile areas in
Waziristan, and the wonder is that they were able to hold it until the
British became strong enough to protect it for them.

Every imaginable vice — cowardice, filthiness, opium addiction, and
unnatural licentiousness — has been ascribed to the Daurs both by their
compatriots and by foreigners.1* However, from the author’s personal
observation, it must be said that when left alone to do so, they cultivate
their little valley assiduously and are willing to trade their meager prod-
ucts of shoes and leather goods to all comers in the Miranshah bazaar.

SETTLED TRIBES

All or most of the tribes discussed above live in Tribal Territory or have
a close connection with it. Numerous other tribes and subtribes, who
are true Pathans but have to varying degrees lost their contact with the
hills, live in the six settled districts. This group maintains the Pathan
heritage and customs but its tribal structure has been greatly weakened
by a settled agricultural life and the necessity of submitting to govern-
mental administration.

The Daudzai, Muhammadzai, and Khalils constitute the backbone of
the hard-working yeomanry of the Peshawar Valley. Each group has its
own particular area, but mixed villages also exist. Although the influence
of the clan is still powerful, it is frequently unable to exert itself as an
entity in the face of the outside economic and political influences which
come to bear on its individual members. Consequently, though honor
is as dear to the settled Pathan as to his hillman brother, the former
must find an individual basis for upholding it, since he cannot rely on
tribal activity. This may account in part for the abnormally high homicide
rate in the otherwise peaceful agricultural villages which dot the fertile
valley.

Two of the plains tribes further south are fairly large in numbers. They
also serve to exemplify the divergent directions which the Pathan
character can take, and consequently deserve mention.

14 See E. E. Oliver, Across the Border of Pathan and Biloch (London: Chapman
and Hall, 1890), p. 121; Davies, op. cit., p. 66; Barton, op. cit., p. 53; Ridgway,
op. cit., p. 83.
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BANNUCHIS

The Bannuchis, who occupy Bannu City and the plain around it, are
to the settled Pathans what the Daurs are to the hillmen. They claim to
be descendants of Ghurghusht but are a mixture of Mogul, Durrani, Pun-
jabi, and Hindustani blood, with probable strains of Turkic, Iranian,
and aboriginal as well. They are divided into seven separate clans. The
Bannu bazaar is a clearing house for goods from all over the Frontier,
and the fields and orchards which surround the city provide much of the
food for the nearby hills.

KHATTAKS

The Khattaks have been described by an authoritative foreign writer as
“the most favorable specimens of Pathans on the whole Frontier”,16 and
this opinion seems to be shared by many of their neighbors. The tribe
appears to be possessed of all the courage and aggressiveness of the hill-
men, and at the same time its members are given to a remarkable degree
of straightforwardness and restraint in their dealings among themselves
and with others. In appearance, they are a sturdy, light-skinned group,
noted for their cleanliness. They appear to be both able and content to
follow the twin careers they have adopted of warrior and farmer.

The tribe claims descent from Ghurghusht, and is divided, mainly on
a geographic basis, into three sections: the Seni Khattaks, the Akora
Khattaks, and the Saghri Khattaks, the latter living east of the Indus.
The Khattak lands run along the Indus River from above Attock down
to about fifteen miles north of Kalabagh. The southern portion extends
westward to the mouth of the Kurram Valley. The Seni Khattaks are
located in Kohat District; the Akora Khattaks in the northern part of
Mardan. None dwell in Tribal Territory.

Historically, the Khattaks come closer to being a nation than any of
the other tribes. From the time they came into their present territory in
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the whole tribe has been led
more or less consistently by one chief, and the equality which each man
claimed did not lead to the semi-anarchy which prevailed among many
of the other tribes.1¢ The Khattaks had early and relatively close relations

15 Davies, op. cit., p. 67.
18 According to Khattak tradition, the tribe got its name in the following manner.
Four Pathan brothers, Lukman, Usman, Utman, and Jadran, were hunting to-
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with the sophisticated Moguls. Akor, a Khattak chief, received grants
of land from Akbar in return for protecting the Attock ferry and the
road onward to Peshawar. Khushal Khan, before his break with the
Moguls, captured a fort in Ajmere which had defied the efforts of several
Mogul generals.1?

The Khattaks attained a relatively high degree of social organization
and culture at an early date. The subdivisions of the tribe are more
complex than those of the other Pathan groups, and a kind of aristocracy
of blood exists. The most noted clans are the Khan Khel, from which
have come all the chiefs of both the Seni and the Akora Khattaks, and
the Fakir Khel, descendants of a brother of Khushal Khan Khattak.

POWINDAHS

A certain amount of seasonal migration among some of the hill tribes
permanently resident on the Frontier has already been noted. However,
the largest and most important migration takes place among the pow-
indahs, or, as they are called in Afghanistan, kuchis. These people come
down in the fall from the Afghan highlands. They cross the border
through the Khyber, Kurram, Tochi, Gomal, and by a hundred lesser-
known routes, and spread out all over the Frontier and beyond into
Sind and the Punjab. In the spring they return to Afghanistan, frequently
penetrating into the Hazarajat and clashing with the Hazaras who live
on the high plateau of central Afghanistan. The movement takes place
every year and may include anything from 100,000 to 300,000 people.
Powindah, as the word is used on the Frontier, means simply nomad.
Most of the nomads, however, are Pathans and almost all of them speak

gether. They met four veiled girls. Usman, Utman, and Jadran wanted to cast
lots for the girls, but Lukman insisted that he be given first choice because he
was the eldest. He chose the girl in the finest clothes. When the veils were removed
she proved to be the ugliest. The others jeered, “Lukman has got into the khata
(mud)!” As a result his descendants were known as Khattaks. — Usman was thin
and ugly. Some visitors to his house once asked his servants, “Who or what is
that?” The servants replied, “That too is afridah (a creature of God)”. Hence
Usman’s descendants were known as Afridis. Utman’s descendants, incidentally,
are known simply as the Utman Khel. See “Tarikh-i-Murassa” written by Afzal
Khan about 1690 in Khalid-i-Afghani, trans. Trevor Chichele Plowden (Lahore:
Munshi Gulab Singh, 1893), pp. 187-188.

17 F. H. Pollock, “Rough Notes on the Khattuks of the Teree Country and the
Khurah on the Right Bank of the Indus below Attok”, Selections from the Public
Correspondence of the Administration for the Affairs of the Punjab (Lahore,
1857), 1, 41.
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Pushtu. They belong to the Ghilzai branch of the Pathans whose historic
home is around Kandahar and the Ghazni Plain. Among the more im-
portant individual tribes are the Sulaiman Khel, Ali Khel, Aka Khel,
Taraki, Nasirs, Tokhis, Hotaks, and Khoroti.

There is no uniformity and little apparent organization to the mi-
gration. In some cases whole villages move as a unit, driving their flocks
before them, to set up summer homes on the eastern skirts of the border
hills. Other groups consist of men who have deposited their familie$
somewhere en route and whose purpose is to bring down goods to trade
in Pakistan. At one time, the powindahs were important carriers in the
caravan trade between Central Asia and India, but at present most of
their imports consist of crudely-tanned hides and skins and the rough-
hewn timber produced in the Afghan highlands.

Some groups are evidently prosperous and travel with all the luxuries
of Central Asian caravans: hordes of livestock and camels, furniture,
servants, and liberal food stocks. Others are in dire poverty and come
down simply to offer themselves for the hardest kind of agricultural
labor in return for food and fodder for their few animals. Some have
no animals at all and trudge along living as best they can off the barren
countryside. A few are moneylenders, traditionally but incorrectly known
as “Kabulis” among the villages of Sind and the Punjab where their
transactions involve only a few rupees in capital but bring a profit of
several hundred percent.

The Durand Line, which has left such a long and bloody mark in
history, formerly presented no problem to the powindahs. Traditionally,
they have passed over it unknowingly on some remote hillside or been
waved across it without formality by the guards at the regular border
crossings. In Pakistan, sugar and wheat ration cards and other privileges
similar to those enjoyed by the permanent inhabitants have been accorded
them.!8 For many years, the Pakistani Government made no effort to
stop the migration, since the powindahs provided needed seasonal agri-
cultural labor at a minimum cost and also took back with them into
Afghanistan stories of the relative prosperity of the people on the Pak-
istani side of the border.1? In recent years, as a result of an increase in

18 This continued a practice begun by the British almost as soon as they took
over the Frontier. See ‘“Memorandum, Dera Ismail Khan”, Selections from the
Records of the Government of India, 1852 (Calcutta: Government of India, n.d.).
1 Under a new policy, adopted after this chapter was prepared for the press,
the Government of Pakistan closed the border to the powindahs in the winter of
1961-62. It now appears that this last great migration of the world’s peoples has
ended.
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their armament — which presumably also reflects some increase in their
prosperity — the nomads have become better able to protect themselves
against the attacks of predatory tribesmen (mainly the Wazirs and
Mahsuds).

SAYYIDS AND MIANS

Scattered throughout both the settled and hill tribes are sayyid and mian
families. These exercise considerable influence on village life, an in-
fluence usually based on the sanctity of the founder of the family. The
sayyids claim to be direct descendants of the Holy Prophet and usually
have certain hereditary religious functions. These are chiefly legalistic
or ritualistic, and while the sayyids have been the source of much trouble
among the tribes, a sayyid is not usually as influential as a mullah or pir
who, in addition to his assumed religious role, often has an integral
place in the warrior hierarchy of the clan. The sayyids marry almost
exclusively among themselves, but otherwise have little to distinguish
them from their neighbors. Few know any Arabic, and they are thor-
oughly Pathan in culture.

Both Sunni and Shia sayyid families exist, but the latter appear to
command more influence among their people than the former. In the
nineteenth century, the amirs of Afghanistan frequently used the sayyids
to stir up sectarian troubles between the tribes and to counter British
influence.

The mians are also hereditary families. They correspond in a sense
to the Brahmins of Hindu India, although they do not have as direct a
religious function as either Brahmin or sayyid. The family usually gets
its title as a result of the scholarship or wisdom of its founder. Although
illiterate mians abound, most of the families are educated above the
average and follow various “learned” professions; school-teaching, com-
pounding medicine, and the like. The mians also tend to intermarry
among themselves, but they are more closely integrated in the clan system
than the sayyids.

PESHAWARIS

The inhabitants of the Frontier capital are called simply Peshawaris.
They are the cosmopolites of the Pathan area. They have no place in the
genealogy although they are completely Pathan in culture. There is no
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doubt that they are a separate breed, but it is difficult to say with any
precision what has gone into that breed. The most distinctive element is
probably Kashmiri.

The first Englishman to visit the city of Peshawar set the number of
its inhabitants at about 100,000 in 1809. He described them as:

... men of all nations and languages in every variety of dress and appearance
... mixed people of the town in white turbans, some in large white or blue
frocks and others in sheepskin coats. . . Persians and Afghans in brown woolen
tunics or flowing mantles and cape of black sheepskin or coloured silk . ..
Khyberees with the straw sandals and the wild dress and air of their mountains
.. . Hazarehs, not more remarkable for their conical caps of skin, with the
wool appearing like a fringe round the edge, and for their broad faces and
little eyes, than for their want of the beard, which is the ornament of every
other face in the city. .. a few women with long white veils that reach their
feet .. .20

Twenty years later, when the great traveler Charles Masson rode into
the city on the elephant on which he had crossed the Kohat Pass, he
found “a strange medley of mixed races, of Tajiks, Hindkis, Panjabis,
Kashmiris, etc., proverbially roguish and litigious”.2!

After another twenty-five years, Herbert Edwardes, one of the first
British administrators to reside on the Frontier, wrote of the city: “It has
a large and busy and thriving population of wild and warlike people,
all armed with knives and daggers, and naturally inclined to think little
of pointing their arguments with the sword”.2?

The continuing cosmopolitan character of the city was reflected in the
first census taken in 1868. This recorded no less than thirty-one separate
major castes, tribes, and races present in the city — including, strangely,
seventeen Americans. A breakdown by profession revealed, among
others, 2,767 government employees, 1,452 police, 2,151 priests
(mullahs), 4 printers, 1 jeweller, 5 drug sellers, 2,411 blacksmiths, 1,701
goldsmiths, 4,806 beggars, 1,201 female musicians, 147 dancing girls,
and 307 prostitutes.23

20 Elphinstone, op. cit., pp. 56-57.

21 Masson, op. cit., I, 131,

22 Herbert B. Edwardes, Memorials of the Life and Letters of Major General
Sir Herbert B. Edwardes, 2 vols. (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, and Co., 1886),
I, 227.

2 Government of India, Central Asia, Part I: “A Contribution Towards the
Better Knowledge of the Topography. Ethnography, Statistics, and History of the
North-West Frontier of British India”, compiled by C. M. MacGregor, 3 vols.
(Calcutta: Superintendent of Government Printing, 1873), H, 585.
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Later descriptions retain the same exotic flavor, and Peshawar today
still captures the imagination of the visitor and excites him to whatever
efforts at vivid description he can produce. The city has never had great
importance as a market or industrial center. It takes its importance from
its strategic position as a crossroads of commerce and nerve center of
the whole Frontier. It is also the administrative and military headquarters.
Its influence reaches — however tenously — into the farthest corner
of the tribal agencies, and the mosques and bazaars of the city act as a
lodestone which draws almost every Pathan at least once in his life to
see its sights and hear its sounds.?* The city is the rich ornament of the
valley, and, in addition to the delights it offers the peaceful visitor, has
always, in theory at least, also been the potential prize of the hillman’s
lashkar (war party).

To the west of the old city, a neat cantonment with broad, tree-lined
streets and spacious gardens has grown up. Here are the offices and
homes of Westerners and the Pakistani officials who are responsible for
administration of the Frontier. The gates of both city and cantonment
still close at sundown. Although “obviously law-abiding” folk can pass
in and out after dark with little formality, few of them do so without a
little thrill of adventure and the memory that the last time the Afridis
overran the city was 1930.

OTHER PEOPLES

The Pathans have dominated the Frontier since they first moved into
the area. However, some non-Pathan elements have managed to maintain
a separate identity. Most of the small non-Muslim tribes and castes who
dotted the Frontier — including the wildest tribal areas — before 1947
have migrated to India, although a few Hindus, and even, it is said,
Sikhs, remain as individuals protected by various Pathan clans.

The Baluch tribes who live along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
further south extend into parts of the Derajat. A few smaller groups
retain their distinctive language and customs but most have adopted
Pushtu and intermingled with the Pathan tribes.

24 Peshawar’s new and rapidly growing university is also once again making it an
educational center. Elphinstone (Elphinstone, op. cit., p. 189) noted in the beginning
of the nineteenth century that many more students came to Peshawar from
Bokhara than went from Peshawar to Bokhara. The saintly wisdom of the mullahs

of Hushtnuggar drew students from all over the Muslim world until close to the
end of the century.
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Scattered throughout the central part of the Frontier are various Mus-
lim groups of Indian origin. All of these people are referred to as Hindkis.
Most important among them are the Gujars, who are concentrated
among the Yusufzai and serve them as artisans and tenant farmers. The
Gujars and the Awans, a similar group, resemble the Pathans in almost
every respect and, away from the Frontier, frequently pass as Yusufzai.
They have no place in the clan structure, however, and at home are
regarded as socially inferior, though loyal and industrious satellites.

The inhabitants of the Hazara District, east of the Indus, are of mixed
origins. For the most part their culture and descent are more Punjabi
and Kashmiri than Pathan. However, about twenty percent of the people
of Hazara speak Pushtu, and there are several distinct tribal groupings.
Of these, the most important are the Jaduns, Tarins, Dilazaks, Tarkhelis,
and Mishwanis.

The Jaduns occupy an area stretching up from just above Haripur to
just below Mansehra, including Abbottabad, the district capital. They
claim descent from Ghurghusht and migrated from west of the Indus to
their present home in the seventeenth century. The tribe is divided into
three main sections, the Hassanzai, the Salars, and the Mansurs. The
Tarins occupy the Haripur plain to the west and south of Haripur. They
are Sarbani Pathans, and have a long history of resistance to both the
Sikhs and the British, a history of which they are very proud. Their most
distinguished son today is Muhammad Ayub Khan, President of Pakistan.

The Dilazaks, according to their own account, were driven out of
Afghanistan by the Mogul Emperor Babur. They are few in number but
have maintained a distinct identity. They live mostly at the eastern end
of the Haripur plain. The Tarkhelis live in the extreme southwestern
corner of Hazara District along the Indus not far above Attock. They
seem to number only a few thousand today. The Mishwanis are the
Tarkhelis’ northern neighbors. Many of them claim to be sayyids as well
as Pathans. They too have a history of resistance to the Sikhs.

In the northern part of Hazara District, in Gilgit, and in a large arc
stretching northeastward through the Himalayas to Indus Kohistan,
Upper Swat, and Chitral, live a people whom the Pathans call Kohistanis
(“People of the Mountains”). There are many different languages and
racial groups within this complex, but all bear a certain resemblance to
each other. They seem to be the result of a mingling over the centuries of
Mongol, Chinese, Iranian, and Pathan blood with that of the original
Aryan invaders of the subcontinent. Some of them, such as the ruling
family in Hunza, claim to be direct descendants of Alexander’s Greeks.
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The Shia sect is predominant in this area, which has close cultural
connections with the territory around Kashgar in Sinkiang beyond the
Himalayas. One group, the Kafirs, who dwell in three small valleys in
southern Chitral, has never been converted to Islam, and still follows a
form of nature worship.

One large group, which claims Pathan origin, is the Swatis, who dwell
along both sides of the Indus in the river’s upper reaches. These people
were apparently the original inhabitants of the Swat Valley, hence their
name. They were driven out by the Yusufzai in the seventeenth century.
In modern times they have been largely cut off from the Pathan commu-
nity, if indeed they were even a part of it, and should not be confused
with the present inhabitants of Swat, many of whom, as noted earlier, are
Yusufzai Pathans.

The most important of the Himalayan groups is the Chitralis. These
people hold the extreme northwestern corner of the Frontier. Their lan-
guage is Khowar, and in it their country is called Kho. They number
about 100,000, and are separated from Dir and Swat by the 11,000-foot
Lawari Pass which constitutes the only practicable entrance to the state
from the south.

The Chitralis are divided into three major divisions: (1) the Adamzada,
who constitute the nobility, headed by the family of the ruler, who is
known as the Mehtar, (2) the Arbabzada, petty officials and trades-
people, and (3) the Fakir-i-miskin, “the people of poverty”.25

25 The mass of the people are hard-working and inoffensive. However, the
Adamzada have as bloody a dynastic history as any ruling group in the world.
In 1892, when the Great Mehtar, Aman-ul-Mulk, died, 16 of his 17 sons were
disposed of violently in the struggle for succession. The problem was finally solved
when the British moved in and installed on the throne the remaining son —
“Shuja-ul-Mulk, an intelligent, trustworthy, little boy, nine or ten years old”. See
Frank E., and George John Younghusband, The Relief of Chitral (London: Mac-
millan, 1895), p. 17.
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SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

INTRODUCTION

Because of their ferocity and inaccessibility, the Pathans have been less
subjected than many of their fellow “primitives” in other parts of the
world to ink-blot tests, anthropometrics, and statistical anthropology.
Fortunately, therefore, any attempt to characterize them must rely pri-
marily on their own writings and actions and the experiences of those
relatively few outsiders who have had close contact with them.

The principal impression which emerges from such a study is that the
Pathan is above all an individualist, despite the rigid behavior standards
prescribed by clan membership. Nonetheless, there are important tradi-
tional and social factors which guide community life and in many cases
influence or even determine the actions of individuals. These mores
vary considerably in different parts of the Pathan area, and codification
of them is virtually impossible. However, certain of them are almost uni-
versal, and some knowledge of these is essential to an understanding of
what the Pathan is and how he got that way.

PUKHTUNWALI

Khushal Khan boasts in one of his poems:

I despise the man who does not guide his life by honor,
The very word ‘honor’ drives me mad.
What madman cares whether he gains or loses a fortune!

The demands of honor are set forth in Pukhtunwali, sometimes called
Nang-i-Pukhtun, which may be translated as “The Pukhtun Code” or
“The Way of the Pathan”. Throughout the Pushtu-speaking area, it is
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virtually impossible to find even a child — male or female — who is not
keenly aware of the main elements of Pukhtunwali. It goes back as far
as Pathan history goes, and, according to tradition, a good deal beyond.
Lengthy volumes of commentary have been written on it in the vernac-
ular, and some of the finer points are subject to endless arguments
among the authorities. For the most part, however, the broad philosophic
concepts on which most systems of law are based are beyond the Pathan’s
horizon, and the ordinary regulatory laws with their myriad “do’s and
don’t’s” are beneath his contempt. Therefore he guides his life on the
basis of a few simple principles.

BADAL

The first and greatest of these is badal, revenge regardless of cost or
consequence. There are indications that originally badal was to
be taken only by the victim — or in the case of a murder, by the victim’s
family — against the individual who had committed the hurt or insult.?
However, the obligation of badal has for a long time rested on the insulted
or injured clan as a whole and can be wiped out by action against the
clan of the aggressor as well as against the individual concerned. This
has given rise to the blood-feuds which dominate many intertribal rela-
tionships and has resulted in the wiping out of whole families and small
tribes.2 Badal permits no limitation in time or space, and the obligation
remains as long as a single member of the clan survives. Occasional
killings in such non-Pathan environments as Calcutta and Singapore are
found to be the result of a feud which had its beginnings in some distant
year in the Khyber or the Gomal.

MELMASTIA

The second greatest demand of Pukhtunwali is melmastia, hospitality
.and protection to every guest. It is exercised by the tribesmen to a degree
frequently embarrassing to the guest — whether he be foreigner who
knows he will never be in a position to return it, or fellow-tribesman who
may fear that he will not be in a position to return it adequately when
the occasion demands.

See Government of India, Central Asia, Part I, III, p. 266.
2 See Pennell, op. cit., p. 82.
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Melmastia enjoins the obligation of protection as it does that of nour-
ishment — although both obligations cease the moment the guest has
passed beyond the doorstep of the host or the limits of his territorial
responsibility. On occasion, protection may be extended into a wider
sphere by proclaiming the visitor the guest of a particular chieftain or
clan as long as he remains within the Pathan community. This is tradi-
tionally symbolized by the giving of a possession of the sponsoring chief-
tain, perhaps a dagger or a garment, which the guest wears as a symbol
of the protection he is under. A formal escort or guarantee of safe con-
duct to a stranger, emissary, or even enemy, is called badragga.3 Violence
or hurt of any kind is almost never offered to a bonafide guest, regardless
of how poor or distasteful he may be — both because of the high regard
in which the obligation of melmastia is held and because of the obligation
to take badal which would automatically be placed upon the host. Any-
one who can gain access to the presence, most especially the house, of a
Pathan can claim asylum from the host regardless of the previous
relationship between them. Incidents have occurred where innocent men
died defending strangers or even their own personal enemies who de-
manded refuge while being pursued by hostile forces.

While the British administrators generally respected Pukhtunwali and
allowed the independent tribes to conduct their lives in accord with it,
the obligations of melmastia frequently led to difficulties. Under the
British principle of joint tribal responsibility, the government insisted
that the tribes refuse protection to and deliver up individuals who were
charged with serious crimes committed in the settled districts and who
had taken refuge in the hills. Individual hosts and often whole clans
refused. Neither side was prepared to abandon principle. Subsidies were
cut off, expeditions mounted, bridges blown up, and pickets ambushed,
and another flare-up took place on the Frontier.

One of the first British administrators on the Frontier, who had little,
else good to say about his charges, confessed in his official report: “For
gold, they will do almost anything except betray a guest”. He adds: “Any
person who can make his way into their dwellings will not only be safe,

3 Alexander Burnes, British emissary to the Court of Kabul, begged for and was
given an Afridi badragga when he passed through the Khyber Pass in 1837, Sir
Alexander Burnes, Cabool: A Personal Narrative of a Journey and Residence
in that City in the years 1836, 7, and 8 (London: J. Murray, 1843). The extremes
to which Pukhtunwali can be carried are portrayed fictionally but realistically in
the story, “The Lovers of Kandahar”, which appears in Count Gobineau, Tales
of Asia (London: Geoffrey Bles, 1947).
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but will be kindly received”.4 The only violation of melmastia which is
generally accepted — although it does involve the doer in badal — is the
practice, especially common in Waziristan, of covertly sniping at a foreign
visitor when he is the territory of an enemy tribe. This is intended to
bring down the wrath of the authorities on the tribe in whose territory
the offense is committed.

Revenge and hospitality are the two great commandments of Pukhtun-
wali. There are a number of other more specific customs and traditions
which have been institutionalized among the tribes to varying degrees
and which merit mention in a discussion of “The Way of the Pathan”.

NANAWATI

About one of these, nanawati, there is considerable confusion. Most
of the British writers, including the authoritative ones like Davies and
Caroe, define nanawati simply as asylum or sanctuary, the obligation of
giving protection to anyone, even an enemy, who demands it. Caroe calls
nanawati an extension of melmastia. He defines it as a “verbal noun
carrying the meaning of ‘coming in’ ”.6

This definition does not appear to be recognized among the Pathans
themselves. The concepts of asylum and sanctuary are known and ac-
cepted as part of melmastia. Nanawati, today at least, is a very different
thing. It is a “going in” or a “giving in” to an enemy, carrying with it
a connotation of great shame for the one who undertakes it and no
obligation to accept it on the part of the one to whom it is offered. For
example, a tribesman has acted against another in a way to bring revenge
against himself. He or his family are either too weak or too cowardly to
face the consequences. Before the revenge is taken, he goes to his enemy,
admits his guilt, and throws himself upon his enemy’s mercy. Further
abasing himself, he may perhaps bring with him his women, unveiled and
bearing the Holy Koran, to aid the effort to appease his enemy. If the
enemy is willing, he may accept a sheep from the penitent; a jirga may
4 Richard Temple, “Report Showing the Relations of the British Government
with the Tribes, Independent and Dependant, on the North-West Frontier of the
Punjab”, in Selections from the Records of the Government of India, 1856 (Cal-
cutta: Government of India, n.d.), p. 55.
5 Caroe, op. cit,, p. 351; Davies, op. cit.,, p. 49. An earlier British authority
provides a double definition for nanawati: “protection given to anyone who may in
extremity seek an asylum under a roof, or mediation resorted to by a person,

generally the weaker party, who seeks to make peace with someone he has injured”.
Ridgway, op. cit., p. 19.



SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 67

be held, and the obligation and right of badal renounced. Nanawati, thus,
is surrender rather than sanctuary. The Pathans being what they are,
precious little of it is practiced on the Frontier.

The terms “habeas corpus” and “Fifth Amendment” have no meaning
for the Pathans. The tribesmen do, however, have their own glossary of
legal phrases which cover equally important concepts. A jirga may de-
clare one man dushman, the officially recognized enemy of another. The
latter then has a right, recognized and approved by the community, to
kill the offender. On the other hand, a jirga may declare that a man who
has been killed is roi, literally, “spilled”, that is, his death occurred in
pursuit of a feud, the score is now even, tit-for-tat has been taken, and
no revenge killing is justified.

Another kind of killing, which is not justified by Pukhtunwali but is
nonetheless unfortunately common, is meerata. This is a murder accom-
plished for the specific purpose of removing the victim from the line of
inheritance so that property will pass to the murderer or to someone more
favored by the murderer.

The concepts of jhagh and tor are frequently involved in relations
between the sexes. A man who wishes a particular girl for his bride and
is fearful that he may lose her to someone else, either because he lacks
the qualifications required by her family or because negotiations for be-
trothal to another are underway, may declare unilaterally that he has
jhagh, a claim, on her, thereby announcing that anyone else who at-
tempts to claim her will have to deal with him first. (This at least gets
him involved in the negotiations for the lady’s hand in one way or
another, even if it doesn’t always get him the lady.)

Tor (literally “black”) is a state of open guilt or infamy. For instance,
if it becomes known that a woman has been involved in an illicit love
affair with a man, she is pronounced to be tor with the man (and he tor
with her), and they both may be k